
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bull Run Watershed Tour 

Reminders for Tour Participants 
 

The Portland Water Bureau, in cooperation with the Forest Service, permits a limited number of public tours 

annually in the Bull Run Watershed.  Your tour has been carefully planned and will be guided by a professional 

Water Resource Educator.  During the tour you will ride through a great expanse of forest, see wildlife, lakes and 

streams, and learn about Portland’s primary water supply.  Tours usually last about eight hours from time of 

departure to return. 

 

To be most prepared for your tour, please consider the following: 

 

� Wear comfortable shoes and dress for the weather--it tends to be colder and wetter in the watershed than in 

Portland so bring extra layers and be prepared for rain. Most of your tour will be inside a vehicle with some 

opportunities to walk on rough trails or primitive roads.   

 

� Please bring adequate food and beverage to last the entire day. There are no places to purchase food or 

drink.  Tour schedules usually do not allow time to stop in surrounding communities for food or drink.  We do 

carry a 5-gallon cooler of drinking water for you to refill bottles.  

 

� Restrooms are few and far between.  Restrooms (ADA compliant) are provided at two locations only: 

Bear Creek House and Bull Run Lake. The Water Bureau tour bus is equipped with onboard facilities. 

 

� Please bring official photo identification with you on the tour.  To ensure the security of critical water 

facilities all visitors are required to sign a liability waiver and provide home address and photo identification.  

 

� First Aid and Wellness.  It is the policy of the Portland Water Bureau not to carry or administer and 

medications, including over the counter.  If you have pre-existing conditions, please ensure you have your own 

supply of medication.  Historically some participants have wished they brought antacids, anti-inflammatories, 

and/or antihistamines.  Please consider your wellness when preparing for the trip.   

 

� The watershed is located in a remote area. Cell phones will not receive service during the majority of the 

trip. The tour guide will carry a radio in the case of an emergency. Please note emergency services may have a 

delayed response time due to travel distance and conditions.  

 
To help protect the watershed please remember the following: 

♦ No smoking during tours. 

♦ Body contact with the water is not permitted. 

♦ Use only the provided sanitation facilities. 

♦ Be prepared to take home any trash you may generate during the tour. 

♦ For your safety please remain with the group: steep or unstable slopes are not always fenced, and bear and cougar 

are known to inhabit the watershed. 

 

If you have questions prior to your watershed visit please contact Briggy Thomas, Education Program 

Manager at 503-823-7407, or Jody Burlin, Water Resources Educator at 503-823-7437. 

 


