
PRESIDENTÕS CORNER - Rich Ireland (rireland88@yahoo.com)

We started out 2009 with a great White Elephant party.  As usual, we had a wonderful time. You can see pictures on
the web site. 

Bill Stein has stepped in to manage the website. He is interim until April when we would really love to have
someone step-up for that role. If you have computer skills and make the commitment to attend six board meeting a
year, come on down, we need you. Our website currently features a page of photos from the January 10th White
Elephant party, a new page devoted to our service activities, and a link to the Peace Corps Connect initiative that
launched January 20, 2009.

We also need a new Treasurer since our current Treasurer, Cate Wilcox, needs to had the reins over since she has
her hands full with her new daughter.

Jennifer Dederich and Courtney Martin are stepping into the Fundraising and Event Coordinator positions. The first
event they will manage is the Annual Dinner on March 7th during Peace Corps Week. Jen and Courtney bring
enthusiastic experience from the Southern Arizona Peace Corps Association. I am delighted they have volunteered.
At February 8th board meeting and potluck they'll be leading our discussions toward a written fundraising and grant
making policy. 

I will be ordering a copy of the new Returned Peace Volunteer Corps directory. If you want to know how to connect
with past members, check with me, or the next CRPCA President, hint, hint.

We still have a few remaining copies of the famous and stunning 2009 international calendars produced by the
RPCVs of Wisconsin. To purchase copies ($8 each) please get in touch with me by e-mail rireland88@yahoo.com.
They will also be on sale February 12th at the Cascade African Film Festival screening of The Death of Two Sons.

It looks like a vibrant and exciting year for CRPCA. Thanks for your commitment and presence in our community.

Rich
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MAGIC IN THE AIR
Elizabeth Samuels, Benin 1975 to 1977
Written in January 2007

Last weekend my fellow returned Peace Corps
volunteers and a few of our African trainers gathered
in Washington, D.C. to commemorate 30 years since
an attempted coup to topple the Marxist Leninist
government of our adopted country of Benin. The
event on January 16, 1977 spawned jail time for
some, loss of other freedoms for all, and an eeriness
and dismay throughout the country. That, along with
spending up to 2 years together in the same West
African country, created bonds so deep that after 30
years we felt immediately connected.

I had seen almost none of them in the last 30 years.
Some people I had known well, traveling together for
a month. Others I just got to know at the reunion, but
because of our shared memories, we bonded as well.
Everyone looked really good to me. The men had
filled out; some had turned gray or even fat. All their
personalities shone through.  Magic was in the air.

We mourned the loss of one PCV who overdosed on
heroine in Niamey. Unbeknown to me, he had been
kicked out of the Peace Corps for, among other
things, selling Peace Corps property to community
members. All the others were successful. An all-star
volunteer is Dean of a prestigious law school. One
person, six years my junior, meets regularly with
Condoleeza Rice and is one of only a few non-Bush
supporters on track to be Ambassador. Funny, I still
think of him like a kid brother.

I remember best those who were established before I
got there; I was remembered best by those who came
after me. The Director was no longer intimidating, a
recovering lawyer like my husband who could have
been a colleague. Even the nurse who lovingly cared
for us all, attended.

African dancing was a reason I wanted to go. They
looked to me to keep the beat and lead the way. How
inspiring! I'm satisfied to have memories such as
these. I ask myself, ÒWhat am I doing today to
maintain or create these kinds of relationships for the
future?Ó One attendee, who recently lost a lifetime
partner, said she no longer fears growing old because
we will all be there right along with her.

The next reunion of my fellow Òenfants du BeninÓ is
planned for 5 years from now in the Pacific NW. I
eagerly wait their arrival.

January 2009 Update: We've stayed with a fellow
Benin RPCVs in: Schenectedy, Wells River,
Vermont, Paris, and a medieval village in SW France.
I never imagined this would be one of the rewards of
Peace Corps. !

ÒMy PresidentÓ January 20, 2009, Burkina Faso

FESTIVAL OF AFRICAN FILMS
The 19th Cascade Festival of African Films opens in
Portland at PCC on February 6th and runs through
March 7th. All films are free.
http://www.africanfilmfestival.org

CRPCA sponsored the film Death of Two Sons
produced and directed by RPCVs.
http://www.africanfilmfestival.org/film/death-of-two-
sons. It plays on February 12th at 7:30 p.m.

GREAT DECISIONS
The World Affairs Council Great Decisions free
foreign policy lectures presented at PSU Fridays
12:00 to 1:00 p.m. January 16 through March 6th.
http://www.worldoregon.org/events/great.php

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS WELCOME

Please send submission to mgmader@yahoo.com.
Articles should be less than 700 words long. Not all
submission can be published. Share your photos too!
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50th ANNIVERSARY of PEACE CORPS
Martin Kaplan, Somalia 1962 Ð 1964
pcmuseum@concast.net Tel. 503-699-9833

The Committee for a Museum of the Peace Corps
Experience has entered into a collaborative effort
with the Oregon Historical Society to commemorate
the 50th Anniversary of Peace Corps in 2011.

An exhibit that will highlight the contributions of
Oregon and Northwest Peace Corps volunteers to the
history and success of Peace Corps is scheduled to
run from January to June of 2011.

Oregon and other northwest states have consistently
been in the top ten of producers of volunteers.  We
also boast one of the largest and most active of the
returned volunteer communities.  Recognizing the
significance of these facts, the Oregon Historical
Society was persuaded to host our 50th Anniversary
exhibit. This is an exciting opportunity and one that
will bring a great deal of recognition to Portland and
all the RPCV's that reside here.

Peace Corps is planning a nationwide series of
commemorative anniversary events and we in
Portland are thrilled to be part such a major
undertaking.

As we go forward with the planning for this program,
we will need your help.  In 2009 we will publicize
specific requests for help with preparing exhibits,
collection of items to exhibit (either donated or
loaned), oral history recordings, research into
Oregon's contributions to Peace Corps and for your
participation in various educational programs to be
held at the museum.  Finally, an undertaking of this
magnitude is very expensive and your financial
support is essential.

Please think about how you can get involved.  We
need your input and look forward to working with
you side-by-side.
www.museumofthepeacecorpsexperience.org

Heading Home in the Harmattan, Togo 2006

POTLUCK DINNERS and PRESENTATIONS
Madeleine Mader, Program Coordinator

Sunday potlucks hosted by RPCVs are one of the
Columbia River Peace Corps AssociationÕs best-
loved traditions. Each potluck is followed by a
presentation and discussion on a topical issue. The
CRPCA board meeting, open to all, precedes the
potluck. Board meeting: 5:00 to 6:00 p.m., potluck:
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. Discussion: 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

The February potluck will take place February8th.
Peak Oil and the Transition to a post-oil world,
will be presented by Jim Maddry, RPCV Sierra
Leone. Hosted by Anne Kimberly, 4261 SE Alder St,
Portland 97205. Tel. 503-234-4094.

April 19th - Ending Homelessness in Portland
June 14th - Health Equity

Everyone is welcome to these children-friendly
events! Please share ideas for future topics and
presenters at mgmader@yahoo.com

COMMUNITY SERVICE UPDATE
Jessica Matthews (jrosematthews@gmail.com) and
Brendan Williams (kenyanwilli@yahoo.com)

Come volunteer with us at the Oregon Food Bank! 
With the economic recession in full swing, the need
for food distribution and packaging is great; OFB is a
worthy and appropriate cause for CRPCA to be
involved with.  We will volunteer as a group on a
weekend day every other month to repackage and
sort bulk non-perishable food items, fresh produce,
frozen foods (meat, vegetables, etc.), or perform
other projects. The tasks involve standing, squatting,
lifting and pulling. OFB can accommodate most
physical limitations. Contact us.

Join for our next service event at Oregon Food Bank
on Saturday, March 28th from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 

Please RSVP by Friday, March 20th to Jessica
Matthews at jrosematthews@gmail.com,
or 971-678-8510.

JOIN THE BOARD
CRPCA's annual officer election will take place at
our April 19 potluck.  Elected officers will be asked
to perform the duties outlined on our web site and to
participate in a half dozen board meetings between
May 2009 and April 2010.  All positions will be open
to election, but our particular needs this year are for
President, Treasurer, and Webmaster.  Please contact
Rich at rireland88@yahoo.com if you're interested.
http://www.crpca.org/bylaws.html#Officers
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SHARED NETWORK BUILDING PEACE
www.peacecorpsworldwide.org

Peace Corps Worldwide, a project of the Peace Corps
Fund, provides a virtual community, supplies
resources and shares real stories from around the
world to Peace Corps Volunteers, Returned Peace
Corps Volunteers, their families and friends, and to
all who share our belief that international
understanding contributes to world at peace.

To achieve these goals we have brought together a
group of talented Returned Peace Corps Volunteers,
former Peace Corps staff, and friends and family of
PCVs who have volunteered to contribute their time
and skills to create a social network where we will
help each other on the job and in our lives.

REGIONAL CAMPOUT: August 21 to 23
Scott Ramos, Brazil, 1973 - 1975
webmaster@seapax.org

The 2009 Regional Campout will be held at Bridge
Creek, a group site in the Wenatchee National Forest,
with SEAPAX as host. The campground is reserved
Friday, August 21 until Sunday, August 23; those
wishing to arrive earlier or stay longer will have
many options in this popular area. Just 8 miles from
Leavenworth, the campground is in the spectacular
Icicle Creek basin, with many hiking opportunities,
from casual strolls along the river to strenuous
backcountry possibilities. The site has space for tents
and hammocks as well as RVs. In addition, non-
campers can find lodging in Leavenworth and join us
for the activities.

As host, SEAPAX will be responsible for preparing
and serving dinner on Saturday night. This will
require the efforts and energy of many people. We
have formed a campout organizing committee, which
is now recruiting members. Four people have signed
on already, but weÕll need many more to make the
event a success. All SEAPAX members at the
campout take on KP duty to put on the dinner and
clean up afterwards. If you plan to attend the
campout, please add your name to the list by sending
me an email, and indicate if you also wish to join the
organizing committee.

Details about the campground, driving instructions
and regional information will be disseminated later.
Stay tuned. This will be a fun outing!

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE: GIRL SCOUTS

I am a fresh off the boat RPCV who served in
Panama for the last 3 years and I am excited about
my new job with the Girl Scouts of Oregon and
Southwest Washington. Girl Scouts builds girls of
courage, confidence, and character, who make the
world a better place. We have amazingly
progressive programs for 5-17 year old girls. Girl
Scouts empowers girls through world travel, science
and engineering programs, our Hispanic Initiative, as
well as a Beyond Bars program, for girls whose
mothers are in prison.

Sounds pretty wonderful doesnÕt it? Become a Girl
Scout volunteer! Men are welcome too. Supportive
male role models are important.

1) Multicultural Coordinators: We are looking for
people who are bilingual, organized, and are
committed to working with both diverse and under-
served populations. Contact Bernice Rivera at (503)
977-6806 brivera@girlscoutsosw.org

2) Discovery Program Volunteers: Introduce the Girl
Scout Leadership Experience through science,
healthy living, literacy and self-esteem programs.
Support our staff in of experiential education as we
teach girls the power of being a Girl Scout. This is a
great opportunity to contribute to the enrichment of
young girlsÕ lives. Contact Alanna Randall at (503)
977-6821 arandall@girlscoutsosw.org

3) Troop Leaders: Start Girl Scout troop! Hundreds
of girls are on waiting lists to be a part of a troop. We
need adults to be leaders or co-leaders. (DonÕt forget
men can be leaders too ! ) Choose to work at any age
level. We especially need bilingual volunteers to lead
multi-cultural troops. Contact Sarah Kreisman at
(503) 977-6826 skreisman@girlscoutsosw.org

4) Day Camp Volunteers: Week long camps run from
June to August. Share your talent and skills for one
session or commit for the entire week. Contact
Caroline Adair at (503) 977-6810
cadair@girlscoutsosw.org



MEMBERSHIP UPDATE - Welcome to our new and renewing members!

New Members:
Amanda Formoso, Thailand 2004 - 2006 * Amanda Penner, Gambia 2006 - 2008 * Christopher Thompson,
Togo 2006 Ð 2008 *

Renewals:
Sara Baker, Thailand and Nepal 1981 - 1984 and 1987 - 1989 * Scott R. Eckert, Saint Vincent and Grenadines,
1987 - 1989 * Willard Rush, Costa Rica 1990 - 1992 * Jessica Hamilton, Russia Far East 1997 - 1998 * Brett
Hamilton, Senegal 1997 - 1998 * Dane Pikkola, Swaziland 1992 - 1994 * Philip Cloues, Venezuela 1971 - 1973
* Carol Cloues, Venezuela 1971 - 1973 * Martin L. Kaplan, Somalia 1962 - 1964 * Sally Carter, Malawi 1991 -
1993 * Richard Ireland, Haiti 1998 - 2000 * Sumner Sharpe, Thailand 1961 - 1963 *

CONTACT US Ð CRPCA Board Members
President:
Richard Ireland, Haiti 1998-2000
503-246-0479, rireland88@yahoo.com

Secretary:
Brenda Michel, Sierra Leone 1986-1988
503-408-6933, Brenda.Michel@kpff.com

Web Master and Education Coordinator:
Bill Stein, Niger 1990-93
503-235-9637, garba@aracnet.com

Membership Coordinator:
Jim Maddry, Sierra Leone 1986-1988
503-288-3046, crpca_memb@earthlink.net

Mentoring Coordinator:
Nicora Gardner, Mongolia 2004-2006
 503-548-7674, nicora.gardner@gmail.com

Program Coordinator and Newsletter Editor:
Madeleine Mader, Cameroon 1984-1986
503-333-8462, mgmader@yahoo.com

Service Co-Coordinator:
Jessica Mathews, Thailand 2004-2006
971-678-8510, jrosematthews@gmail.com

Service Co-Coordinator:
Brendan Williams, Kenya 2002-2005
971-678-8509, kenyanwilli@yahoo.com

Social Coordinator:
Dane Pikkola, Swaziland 1992-1994
971-544-1727, dane9@yahoo.com

Event and Fundraising Co-Coordinators:
Jen Dederich
Dominican Republic 2000-2003
520-906-0387, jdederich@yahoo.com

Courtney Martin
Dominican Republic 2001-2003
520-906-0436, cemartin79@yahoo.com

EVENTS: CONNECT, BUILD FRIENDSHIPS and CONTINUE TO SERVE
Brenda Michel, Secretary (sweetdreams471974@yahoo.com)

¥ SoirŽes at the Lucky Lab Brew Pub: Join RPCVs the last Monday of every month from 6:30 p.m. on
for a ÒsoirŽeÓ among friends. ItÕs a great way to link up with other RPCVs, hear interesting stories from
around the world, and grab a beer and a bite to eat among good company. Located at 915 SE
Hawthorne Blvd. Kids ok until 9 p.m.  Find us in the front room.

¥ Potluck and Presentation: Usually the second Sunday every other month. CRPCA business meeting
is from 5 to 6 p.m.; potluck dinner 6 to 7 p.m.; and presentation from 7 to 8 p.m.

¥ Restaurant Gatherings: Dine at one of the many international restaurants. Sometimes make an
evening of it by picking a film to share afterwards. Contact Dane at dane9@yahoo.com.

¥ Nomination Party. Meet and encourage prospective Peace Corps Volunteers who have been recently
nominated to serve.

¥ Annual Summer Picnic in July takes place in a local park.
¥ Campouts in Oregon and the Northwest with local and regional RPCV groups.
¥ Annual Fundraising Events in support of one or more international projects.
¥ Community Service Projects. Continue to serve. Think globally, act locally.



February 2009
Sun. Feb 8 Ð Potluck and Discussion. Business
meeting 5-6 p.m.; Dinner 6-7 p.m.; Program 7-8 p.m.
Hosted by Anne Kimberly, 4261 SE Alder St,
Portland 97205. Topic: Peak Oil and Energy

Mon. Feb 23 - Lucky Lab Brew Pub SoirŽe, 6:30
p.m., 915 SE Hawthorne Blvd. Kids ok until 9 p.m.

March 2009
Mon. Mar 30 - Lucky Lab Brew Pub SoirŽe, 6:30
p.m., 915 SE Hawthorne Blvd. Kids ok until 9 p.m.

April 2009
Sun. April 19 - Potluck and Discussion. Business
meeting 5-6 p.m.; Dinner 6-7 p.m.; Program 7-8 p.m.
Hosted by Cate Wilcox, 4609 SE Mitchell St.,
Portland. Topic: Ending Homelessness in Portland.

Mon. April 27 - Lucky Lab Brew Pub SoirŽe, 6:30
p.m., 915 SE Hawthorne Blvd. Kids ok until 9 p.m.

May 2009
Mon. May 4 - Lucky Lab Brew Pub SoirŽe, 6:30
p.m., 915 SE Hawthorne Blvd. Kids ok until 9 p.m.

Thu. May 7 - Restaurant Gathering. Location: contact
Dane at dane9@yahoo.com

June 2009
Sun. June 14 - Potluck and Discussion. Business
meeting 5-6 p.m.; Dinner 6-7 p.m.; Hosted by Jessica
Matthews and Brendan Williams. Program 7-8 p.m.
Topic: Health Equity.

June 26 and 27 - Summer Camp-Out at Indian Henry
Campground _Mt Hood National Forest. (Group Site
#D008). Close enough to home so folks can come for
the day, if they donÕt want to camp.

Mon. June 29 - Lucky Lab Brew Pub SoirŽe, 6:30
p.m., 915 SE Hawthorne Blvd. Kids ok until 9 p.m.

July 2009
Sun. July 12 - Summer Picnic. Location TBD.
Potluck. Fun. KIDS!

Mon. July 27 - Lucky Lab Brew Pub SoirŽe, 6:30
p.m., 915 SE Hawthorne Blvd. Kids ok until 9 p.m.

August 2009
Early August - Annual Regional Camp-Out. Location
TBD. More info about where and when forthcoming.

Mon. Aug 31 - Lucky Lab Brew Pub SoirŽe, 6:30
p.m., 915 SE Hawthorne Blvd. Kids ok until 9 p.m.

MEMBERSHIP - - ADDRESS CHANGE - - RENEWAL FORM
CRPCAÕs $20 dues confer full membership on one or two named adults sharing an address. NPCAÕs $35 dues are per individual.

CRPCA urges you to support both organizations. Membership is open to all and your contributions are tax-deductible.
Columbia River Peace Corps Association
One free year is offered to all Returned Peace Corps Volunteers (RPCVs) residing in our geographic area who were never
previously members of CRPCA and who agree to receive newsletters by e-mail.
Annual CRPCA Dues: " $20  "  FREE initial year membership Newsletter format "  paper  "  email

National Peace Corps Association
NPCA Annual Dues: "  $35 Member 1  "  $35 Member 2
Check FREE box for one free year offered to those who closed their service within the last year.
Please mail this form with a check made out to CRPCA for the total of the circles you checked to:
CRPCA, P.O. Box 802, Portland, OR 97207

Member 1 Member 2
Name
Address
City, State, Zip
Home Phone
Work Phone
Cell Phone
Email
Country and Years of Service
PC Job Assignment
Current Occupation
Willing to talk about your Peace
Corps experience. Check.

"  SpeakersÕ Bureau  "  Speakers Bureau

IÕm interested in participating in the
mentor program. Check

 " Yes " No " Yes "  No
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Mail To:

Columbia River Peace Corps Association
P.O. Box 802
Portland, OR 97207


