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BRINGING BARNARD INTO PEACE CORPS 
By Lee Norris, RPCV Moldova  
�
In 1996, I finally made it into the Peace Corps. I was 
61. Maybe because I'd been an editor (Peace Corps 
logic), I was assigned to Moldova's second-largest 
university to teach literature to upper-level English 
students preparing for teaching careers. I had a 40-
year-old B.A. in English from Barnard, and I'd never 
taught anything in my life. For the required Soviet-
holdover course known as "Analytical Reading" my 
department chair gave me carte blanche. "Anything 
you give them will be valuable," she told me 
magnanimously. What on earth could I give them? 
 
I'll draw a veil over the first semester. But during the 
long winter break I spent days thinking about how I 
could stimulate both critical thinking and imagination 
from students who had known little but rote 
memorization questions from Soviet-approved 
writers. One morning I woke up with the sudden 
memory of my 1953 first year English course with 
Professor Barry Ulanov. 
 
Professor Ulanov was dark, intense, a spellbinding 
lecturer—and a jazz critic on the side. Perhaps it was 
his approach, but two of this teacher's most 
memorable reading assignments were Edith 
Hamilton's Mythology and Genesis. I remembered my 
shock at being introduced to the bible as literature 
and the unexpected scholarly, perceptive treatment of 
Greek myths. I knew I could never hope to achieve 
Ulanov's charisma, but perhaps I could recreate some 
of the surprise and interest I'd experienced in these 
same texts. To say that my adaptation of the material 
diverged from Professor Ulanov's approach is putting 
it mildly. But in the Peace Corps you learn to plunge 
ahead and just do something. 
 
Over the next few weeks, I, too, assigned a few 
chapters from Genesis. On the first day we were to 
discuss them, I came in early to class and taped a big 
roll of cheap wallpaper, underside up, onto the tops 
of the long wooden tables, which I rearranged into a 
large U. I handed out colored pencils and crayons. 
Dividing the class into groups of three or four, I gave 
each group the task of drawing the stories 
consecutively, beginning with the Creation, and  

 
ending somewhere around the Flood. My students  
were astounded. "Do you think we are in gradinita  
(kindergarten), Mrs. Norris?" one young man asked 
huffily. 
 
Within five minutes, however, everyone, working 
both individually and cooperatively, had become 
wholly absorbed in producing amazing visual 
interpretations of "their" section. I asked each group 
to tell the story of what they'd drawn, then asked 
them to retell another group's story, pausing to review 
unfamiliar vocabulary. I used this same technique 
next with Hamilton's Greek myths, and with 
memorable results both times. Reading, drawing, and 
retelling worked in tandem to create visual and oral 
support for a second reading, and for the following 
week's critical-thinking questions on creation 
narratives. 
 
For our first short paper, back in 1953, Professor 
Ulanov had asked us to compare Alfred North 
Whitehead's The Aims of Education to 
Hamilton's Mythology. The memory of that paper 
gave me the impetus for my Genesis/Greek myths 
exam. My instructions: Compare the character and 
personality of God as described in Genesis with the 
character and personalities of both Zeus and 
Prometheus in the Edith Hamilton stories. "Support 
your comparisons with specific examples from the 
two texts," I added. This was a new concept. Even so, 
my students told me afterward that although the 
hardest, it was the most interesting exam they'd ever 
taken. 
 
It may not have been American college-level work, 
but it worked in Moldova, and I like to think 
Professor Ulanov would have been pleased. 
 
Lee Haas Norris (Cornelia Grunge ‘57) is a free-
lance writer in Portland, Oregon. Barry Ulanov was 
the McIntosh Professor of English at Barnard 
College for more than three decades. An author, 
editor, and translator of close to 50 books and more 
than 1,000 magazine articles on an a wide range of 
topic — from jazz to theater, Christian humanism to 
French — he was a spokesman for New York City's 
arts and cultural scene. He passed away in May, 
2000, at the age of 82. 
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SUMMER EVENTS 
 
Thursday, 6/4 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., Service 
Activity at the OR Food Bank, 7900 NE 33rd Drive 
in Portland. Come join us on the 4th and, or Saturday, 
July 18th from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
 
With the economic recession in full swing, the need 
for food distribution and packaging is great. We will 
volunteer as a group on a weekday evening or 
Saturday every other month. We repackage and sort 
bulk non-perishable food items, fresh produce, frozen 
foods (meat, vegetables, etc.), or perform other 
projects. The tasks involve standing, squatting, 
lifting, and pulling. OFB can accommodate most 
physical limitations, so please contact Brendan or 
Jessica if you have any special needs or questions.  
Directions and further information are available at 
http://www.crpca.org/service.html. RSVP 
immediately for the June 4th OFB event, and by 
Friday, July 10th for the July 18th OFB event to 
Jessica Matthews at jrosematthews@gmail.com or 
971-678-8510. 
 
Sunday, 6/14, 4:30-8:00 pm - CRPCA's next board 
meeting and potluck will be at the home of Jessica 
Matthews and Brendan Williams, 2145 SE Madison 
St in Portland.  Please bring folding chairs from 
home if you've got some. All are welcome to the 4:30 
board meeting.  We will elect three new officers 

(Education Coordinator, Membership Coordinator,  
Webmaster), finish updating our bylaws, and select 
the first set of grants to award through the CRPCA 
Grant Program.  The agenda will be posted to 
http://www.crpca.org/news.html in early June. 6:00-
7:00 pm:  Potluck Dinner.  Please bring a favorite late 
spring dish, with all ingredients listed on an index 
card (to be provided). 7:00-8:00 pm:  Presentation 
and discussion on Health Equity by Johnell Bell and 
Sonali Balajee;  see page 4 for more information. 
 
Fri to Sun, 6/26 to 28 - First Annual CRPCA Local 
Campout.  CRPCA members have participated in the 
NW regional RPCV campouts for the past 18 years. 
We are pleased to present the First Annual CRPCA 
Local Campout for those who can't get enough of 
camping out with Peace Corps families!  See page 4 
for more information. 
 
Monday, 6/29, 6:30 pm - Soirée. An informal 
gathering at the Lucky Labrador Brew Pub, 915 SE 
Hawthorne Blvd in Portland. This is a great way to 
link up with other RPCVs, hear interesting stories 
from around the world, and grab a beer and a bite to 
eat among good company. You can usually find us in 
the front room. Kids welcome until 9pm. 
 
Sunday, 7/12, noon to 4:00 pm - Summer Picnic. 
Laurelhurst Park, SE 39th Ave & Stark St in 
Portland, group picnic site D. Soft drinks and water 
will be provided; please bring your own picnic fixins. 
 
Saturday, 7/18, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm - Service 
Activity at the Oregon Food Bank in NE Portland. 
See the 6/04 listing for more information. 
 
Monday, 7/27, 6:30 pm - Soirée. An informal 
gathering at the Lucky Labrador Brew Pub, 915 SE 
Hawthorne Blvd in Portland. This is a great way to 
link up with other RPCVs, hear interesting stories 
from around the world, and grab a beer and a bite to 
eat among good company. You can usually find us in 
the front room. Kids welcome until 9pm. 
 
Fri-Sun, 8/21-8/23 - Regional RPCV Campout. 
Bridge Creek group campground in the Wenatchee 
National Forest, eight miles from Leavenworth, WA. 
For more information, see the SEAPAX website. 
 
Monday, 8/31, 6:30 pm - Soirée. An informal 
gathering at the Lucky Labrador Brew Pub, 915 SE 
Hawthorne Blvd in Portland. This is a great way to 
link up with other RPCVs, hear interesting stories 
from around the world, and grab a beer and a bite to 
eat among good company. You can usually find us in 
the front room. Kids welcome until 9pm. 
 
Also see page 6 for the June 9 and July 16 
restaurant gatherings. 
 

The Columbia River Peace Corps Association 
Newsletter is published monthly by the CRPCA 

for the benefit of its members. The CRPCA 
serves Returned Peace Corps Volunteers and 

others in Oregon and southwest Washington who 
share an interest in serving the cause of peace and 

global development. 
 

To join CRPCA and, or, the National Peace Corps 
Association, please visit www.crpca.org. 

Newsletter submissions are due by the 20th of 
each month.  Send by mail to P.O. Box 802, 

Portland, OR 97207, or e-mail to: 
crpca_nl@yahoo.com. 
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A VISION FOR CRPCA 
Bill Stein (Niger 1990-1993), President 
 
This monthly column affords me the opportunity to 
share my vision for an active, comprehensive, 
inclusive CRPCA.  Five years from now, this 
organization will be an even greater resource to our 
members and to our community than today. 
 
We'll get there through open communication between 
members and officers;  a cohesive, engaged board; 
activities that respond to members' interests; 
programs that reflect members' concerns; responsible 
stewardship of our finances; and continuing outreach 
to local PCVs, RPCVs and their families at every 
stage of life. 
 
This organization has strong bones. RPCVs have had 
an organized presence in Portland ever since the first 
wave of PCVs returned home in the mid-1960s;  I 
hope to provide glimpses of our history in a future 
column.  Time and again, creative people step 
forward to lead our charitable, educational, service, 
and social activities.  I know from talking to you, our 
members, that collectively you are replete with 
interesting stories, great ideas, and unique talents. 
 
Following are several ways you can help make this 
vision of CRPCA - or your own - a reality: 
 
Respond to requests for help.  Several of you are 
being contacted regarding extracurricular activities in 
which you expressed interest in our recent survey.  
These events will happen if people step forward to 
organize them!  Thanks to the 41 members who 
participated, we know that at least... 
·  28 of us would like to attend community events 

(concerts, lectures, sports, etc.) with other 
members 

·  27 of us would like to participate in outdoor 
activities (hiking, bicycling, backpacking, etc.) 
with other members 

·  16 of us would like a CRPCA movie/video club or 
game night 

·  15 of us would like more family activities 
·  9 of us would like a CRPCA book club 
 
Serve on our board.  I'm pleased to report that 
nominees for Education Coordinator and 
Membership Coordinator have stepped forward 
recently;  they will be confirmed at our June 14 
potluck meeting.  The one remaining unfilled 
position is Webmaster, and it's a great opportunity for 
a member who (whether you know it or not) is 
itching to create interesting web content.  My vision 
for our web presence is a modern interface with 
plenty of images, enhanced calendar and map 
features, and a seamless connection to our 

PeaceCorpsConnect social networking page.  Let's 
talk; my e-mail is garba@aracnet.com. 
 
Share your stories.  I hope many of you had the 
opportunity to participate in the June 1 storytelling 
training.  This is the first in a series of trainings to be 
offered to members who speak on their Peace Corps 
experiences to schools and community groups.  You 
can sign up for the Speakers Bureau at 
http://www.crpca.org/speakers.html.  If you're an 
expert in a field of potential interest to our members, 
please contact Madeleine Mader as she plans our 
2009-2010 programs.  Madeleine is also eager for 
newsletter content and potluck hosts;  she can be 
reached at mgmader@yahoo.com. 
 
Switch to electronic newsletters.  There's something 
in it for you:  events are increasingly being planned 
between newsletters; these are communicated to 
members via the weekly e-mail updates.  The money, 
not to mention physical effort, we've been saving 
since most members switched to electronic 
newsletters is substantial.  At our September 20 
annual planning meeting, we'll have a discussion of 
how we can apply these funds toward more services 
and activities for our members.  If you're open to 
forgoing paper newsletters, please e-mail 
crpca_memb@earthlink.net. 
 
Volunteer to be our career concierge.  It's not lost 
on me that many of our members are currently 
looking for work.  A career concierge would be the 
main point of contact for members who need job-
search assistance and for members with hiring 
connections.  This could involve résumé help, setting 
up informational interviews, and proposing the most 
appropriate ways CRPCA can assist with members' 
job searches.  Please contact me if this rewarding and 
worthwhile endeavor speaks to you 
garba@aracnet.com, 503-830-0817 
 
I look forward to seeing you at our summer events! 
 

 
Union Station, Portland, OR 



CRPCA Newsletter – June 2009 

 - 4 –  

WHAT DETERMINES HEALTH? 
The June 14 discussion topic will be health equity 
and the social determinants of health presented by 
Johnell Bell and Sonali Balajee from the Health 
Equity Initiative. Hosted by Jessica Mathews and 
Brendan Williams, 2145 SE Madison St, Portland, 
97214 Tel. 971-678-8510. Everyone is welcome to 
these children-friendly events! 
 
Sunday potlucks hosted by RPCVs are one of the 
Columbia River Peace Corps Association’s best-
loved traditions. Each potluck is followed by a 
presentation and discussion on a topical issue. The 
CRPCA board meeting, open to all, precedes the 
potluck. Board meeting: 4:30 to 6:00 p.m., potluck: 
6:00 to 7:00 p.m. Discussion: 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
 
 
CRPCA LOCAL CAMPOUT  
Fri to Sun, June 26 to 28 at Indian Henry 
Campground, Mt Hood National Forest. Off Hwy 
224, out of Estacada 24 miles. Group Site D008. Cost 
is $10 for one or two nights. Kids free. No cell phone 
service at Indian Henry camp. RSVP to Brenda 
Michel at sweetdreams471974@yahoo.com. 
 
We chose a campground close enough to the Portland 
metro area so if non-camper people want to come for 
a big potluck on Saturday evening, they can easily 
drive out just for the day. The potluck will be at 
5:30 pm Saturday. Please bring whatever food you 
want to the potluck, but we ask that you write the 
ingredients on an index card (to be provided) for 
those attendees with food sensitivities. Do bring your 
own chairs, plates, cups, utensils, and maybe a log for 
the fire. Please note that day-users may need to park 
outside the campground, after dropping your stuff off 
at the campsite's picnic tables. 
  
Directions: From I-205, take exit 12A to Clackamas 
& Estacada. (224E and 212E). At 3.1 miles, veer 
right onto 224E (toward Estacada). One mile later 
you will drive through Carver.  Follow road to the 
left as you go through town, and watch your speed 
(25 mph). 224E will take you through Estacada (last 
stop for ice, groceries, coffee, tire check, microbrews, 
S’more ingredients, firewood, etc.). About 24 miles 
after you leave Estacada you will find the turn off to 
Indian Henry Campground on the right, immediately 
before you cross a bridge.  See you there! 
 
 
COMMUNITY INTERNATIONAL FAIR 
The Community Informational Fair will take place on 
August 22nd at the Kinton Grange in Washington 
County.  Would you like to talk about your 
experience in Peace Corps? Check out 
http://www.kintongrange.org. Interested: contact 
Rich at rireland88@yahoo.com, or Amy 
amyevans2@gmail.com 

SUMMARY OF BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Sunday, May 17, 2009   
 
Read and reviewed the CRPCA by-laws. Reviewed 
the draft contract, impact report, and grant award 
letter. We approved each unanimously.  
 
The first annual CRPCA local campout will be June 
26-28 at Indian Henry Campgrounds in the Mt Hood 
National Forest. The cost if $10 per adult for the 
weekend for one or two nights. Kids free. First 5, 10, 
15 vehicles free (that’s 3 cars per group site); all 
other cars must pay parking. Folks who drive out just 
for the day on Saturday for the 5:30 pm potluck, 
should drop off all their stuff at the group site picnic 
tables and then park outside the campground and 
walk back for the party. There is no cell phone 
service at Indian Henry.  
 
We agree to have a November 2009 event of some 
kind. The Events Coordinators (Amy and Rich) and 
their committee will look into a venue. Anne 
Kimberly put forth a proposal for an event thru 
emails and conversations with Bill Stein. She 
suggested a venue, entertainment, and a few dates in 
November. The Events Committee will look into it 
further and will also re-visit the Unitarian. Church 
only because it might be half ot a third less 
expensive. Brenda will also contact Alan Kuzens to 
see if he and his musician friends would provide 
music and if so, at what cost to the group. 
 
The June 14th meeting will be at Brendan Williams 
and Jessica Matthews’ home. Attendees will need to 
bring items for the potluck as usual, as well as chairs.  
On June 4th, the CRPCA has another volunteer 
community service opportunity with the OR Food 
Bank from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm. All those interested 
need to contact Jessica and, or, Brendan. 
 
 
WE’RE MAKING GRANTS 
CRPCA is pleased to announce its grant-making 
program. Grant applications will be accepted three 
times a year: in January, May, and September. The 
next deadline is coming up quickly - May 29th - so 
please pass on the word accordingly. More 
information is available on the CRPCA website 
'Grants' page. 
 
Grant applications will be voted on at the CRPCA 
general meeting following the application deadline. 
We strongly encourage all members to attend the 
meeting in order to weigh in on these important 
decisions. The next vote on grant applications will be 
at the meeting on June 14th (the hour prior to the 
Potluck). 
 
 



CRPCA Newsletter – June 2009 

 - 5 –  

READING CULTURE: BURMA 
Step beyond the "bamboo curtain" of isolation 
imposed on Burma (Myanmar) during decades of 
military rule to find a land of golden pagodas, rubies 
and jade, the abode of elephants, tigers and Nat 
spirits. A large, multicultural nation, Burma is a 
crossroads of Southeast Asia, where civilizations rose 
and fell in the great river valleys and indigenous 
peoples inhabit the frontier mountains. Most 
Americans became aware of Burma from the 
Buddhist monks' Saffron Revolution in 2007 and 
disastrous Cyclone Nargis in 2008. Hollywood has 
portrayed Burma as the "green hell" of World War II 
movies and the political drama of John Boorman's 
"Beyond Rangoon."  
 
We will experience the voices of Burma's own people 
as they defy the dictatorship's severe repression of 
expression. Burma still has an avid book-reading 
culture and even a new underground of bloggers and 
hip-hop artists. Literature discussed will include 
Burma-based novels by Amy Tan, Amitav Ghosh and 
George Orwell, as well as books by Burma's own 
Nobel Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi and Pascal Khoo 
Thwe. The bravery and compassion of Burma's 
people under the most difficult circumstances can 
truly inspire the rest of the world and enlighten our 
own lives. 
 
Reading Culture: Burma Date: Saturday, June 27, 
2009 Time: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Noncredit fee: $70 
Location: Lewis & Clark College, Southwest 
Portland. Room TBA Instructor, Edith Mirante, is 
founder/director of Project Maje, which has 
distributed information about Burma's human rights 
and environmental issues since 1986, and author of 
“Burmese Looking Glass” and “Down the Rat Hole: 
Adventures Underground on Burma's Frontiers.” Ms. 
Mirante reviews books for The Irrawaddy magazine, 
and her commentary has been featured on Salon.com 
and NPR's The World. 
 
Other Reading Culture Seminars: Cambodia, 
Vietnam, and Laos May 16, 2009, 
www.lclark.edu/dept/ccps/readingcambodia.html 
 
 
 

 
 
 
WORLD MUSIC AT THE ZOO 
The Oregon Zoo showcases an excellent array of 
accomplished performers from our countries of 
service on Wednesday nights every summer.  Some 
nights they sell out well before the 7pm start, so 
arrive early (gates open 4pm) and bring a blanket, a 
picnic, and an EMPTY water bottle.  It's a great 
family-friendly venue, and beer and wine are 
available for sale.  Take MAX to Washington Park, if 
you can. 
 
Full information on all the Zoo's summer concerts is 
available at 
http://www.oregonzoo.org/Concerts/schedule.htm.  
Admission is $10.50, or free for Zoo members at the 
Plus level or above ($59 individual, $74 couple, $94 
family). At the below-listed concerts and perhaps 
others, you are sure to find a large group of RPCVs 
camped out on the lawn right in front of the stage. 
Once the music starts, most of us get up and dance! 
 
Wed, June 17 - Femi Kuti and The Positive Force 
(Nigerian funk). Wed, July 15 - Vieux Farka Toure 
(legendary Malian guitarist). Wed, July 29 - 
Orchestra Baobab (Senegalese with strong Cuban 
influences). Wed, August 19 - Ricardo Lemvo & 
Makina Loca (US-based, Congo-born, Latin-
influenced) 
 
 

 
Dawu, Eastern Region, Ghana  
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CONTACT US - CRPCA Board Members 
President:  
Bill Stein, Niger 1990-93  
503-830-0817, garba@aracnet.com  
 
Treasurer: 
Phyllis Shelton, Honduras 1986-1988 
503-704-6298, phyllisshelton@cs.com 
 
Secretary:  
Brenda Michel, Sierra Leone 1986-1988  
503-408-6933, Brenda.Michel@kpff.com  
 
Web Master: 
Your Name Here 
 
Education Coordinator:  
Your Name Here 
 
Membership Coordinator:  
Jim Maddry, Sierra Leone 1986-1988  
503-288-3046, crpca_memb@earthlink.net  
 
Mentoring Coordinator:  
Nicora Gardner, Mongolia 2004-2006 
 503-548-7674, nicora.gardner@gmail.com  
 
Program Coordinator and Newsletter Editor:  
Madeleine Mader, Cameroon 1984-1986  
503-333-8462, mgmader@yahoo.com  
 
Service Co-Coordinators: 
Jessica Mathews, Thailand 2004-2006 
971-678-8510, jrosematthews@gmail.com 
  
Brendan Williams, Kenya 2002-2005 
971-678-8509, kenyanwilli@yahoo.com 
 

Co-Events Coordinators 
Amy Evans, Jamaica 2002 – 2004 
417-763-9956, amyevans2@gmail.com 
 
Richard Ireland, Haiti 1998-2000  
503-246-0479, rireland88@yahoo.com  
 
Social Coordinator:  
Dane Pikkola, Swaziland 1992-1994  
971-544-1727, dane9@yahoo.com  
 
Fundraising Co-Coordinators:  
Jenn Dederich 
Dominican Republic 2000-2003 
520-906-0387, jdederich@yahoo.com 
 
Courtney Martin 
Dominican Republic 2001-2003 
520-906-0436, cemartin79@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
RESTAURANT GATHERINGS  
Tue, June, 9th (Tuesday) 6:00 p.m. Nasca, Peruvian 
cuisine, 4644 NE Sandy Blvd. Limited seating. Ten 
people max! $-$$  (search wweek.com). No checks. 
No Cuy. Sorry. RSVP by June, 2nd.  
Dane 971-544-1727 dane9@yahoo.com 
 
Thur., July, 16, 6:00 p.m. Indish, Northern Indian 
Cuisine. Home cooking, tapas style.  
305 NW 21st between Everett and Flanders. Lots of 
seating. No highchairs. Indishrestaurant.com 
$-$$  Checks, Credit cards, OK 
RSVP Dane 971-544-1727. Dane9@yahoo.com 
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MEMBERSHIP - - ADDRESS CHANGE - - RENEWAL FORM 
CRPCA’s $20 dues confer full membership on one or two named adults sharing an address. NPCA’s $35 dues are per individual. 

CRPCA urges you to support both organizations. Membership is open to all and your contributions are tax-deductible. 
Columbia River Peace Corps Association 
One free year is offered to all Returned Peace Corps Volunteers (RPCVs) residing in our geographic area who were never 
previously members of CRPCA and who agree to receive newsletters by e-mail. 
Annual CRPCA Dues: � $20  �  FREE initial year membership  Newsletter format �  paper  �  email 
 
National Peace Corps Association 
NPCA Annual Dues:  �  $35 Member 1  �  $35 Member 2 
Check FREE box for one free year offered to those who closed their service within the last year. 
Please mail this form with a check made out to CRPCA for the total of the circles you checked to:  
CRPCA, P.O. Box 802, Portland, OR 97207 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

Mail To: 

 Member 1 Member 2 
Name   
Address   
City, State, Zip   
Home Phone   
Work Phone   
Cell Phone   
Email   
Country and Years of Service   
PC Job Assignment   
Current Occupation   
Willing to talk about your Peace 
Corps experience. Check. 

�  Speakers’ Bureau  �  Speakers Bureau 

I’m interested in participating in the 
mentor program. Check 

 � Yes � No � Yes �  No 

Columbia River Peace Corps Association 
P.O. Box 802 
Portland, OR 97207 


