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Big Increase in Peace Corps Funding 
Goes to President's Desk

In mid-December the United States Senate gave final 
congressional approval to a package of six 
appropriations bills to fund many government 
programs for Fiscal Year 2010.  The package includes 
$400 million for the Peace Corps.
President Obama is expected to sign the appropriations 
package into law shortly.
Thanks to the efforts of Peace Corps champions on 
Capitol Hill and thousands of advocates around the 
world, the approved funding level for Peace Corps is a 
significant step forward:
• The $60 million increase in funding (over the 

previous fiscal year) represents the largest single-year 
dollar increase in funding in the history of Peace 
Corps.

• The $60 million increase is higher than the 
combined, minimal funding increases for Peace 
Corps over the past seven years.

• While less than the $450 million requested by the 
House,  the approved funding is $23 million above the 
request made by President Obama and recommended 
by the Senate.

____________________________________________
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Personal Reflections on CRPCA's 2009
by Bill Stein, President

2009 has been an amazing year for CRPCA!  
Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find our annual 
report, which is already on our website at http://
www.crpca.org/annual.html.  There our year-end 
membership and financial reports will be posted in 
early 2010.  The report goes into great detail about our 
events and accomplishments.  I offer here more 
personalized reflections on all we've accomplished 
together.

My first thanks go to Rich Ireland,  who provided 
gentle, effective leadership as CRPCA's President 
between May 2005 and April 2009.  This year he 
teamed with Amy Evans to plan our special events.  
They're our first full-term Events Coordinators since 
we wrote the position into our governance documents 
four years ago, and this dispersal of duties is working 
out beautifully.  I'm most grateful that their first big 
event, our fun and successful dance/auction in 
November, didn't require the President to do much 
more than show up and speak for five minutes!  Amy 
negotiated with our cool new venue and with the great 
band that had been suggested by Anne Kimberly 
(Chervona),  and she even arranged for the donated 
kegs.
They had significant assistance from Courtney Martin 
and Jenn Dederich, who we met in fall 2008 after they 
arrived from Tucson.  When they mentioned that they'd 
managed fundraising for the RPCVs of Southern 
Arizona, my ears perked up,  and by our last meeting of 
2008 they were installed as our first Fundraising 
Coordinators, another position that had gone unfilled 
since the 2005 bylaw amendments.  They took the bull 
by the horns, first organizing a fun Peace Corps 
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birthday party in March that brought lots of old and 
new friends into the organization, while they were 
trying a few months as Events Coordinators too.  They 
also coordinated every aspect of our November 
auction, adding a fun giving-tree twist to the evening's 
events.  Courtney took over the International Calendar 
sale this year;  this could be the first year in a long time 
that our calendars sell out in December.  But Jenn and 
Courtney's chief accomplishment and lasting legacy is 
our new grant program that they designed in 
collaboration with our members.  Those seeking grants 
are now asked to submit detailed applications for one 
of our three annual funding cycles.  The next deadline 
is January 20 for grants to be awarded at the January 
31 potluck.

Thanks to Madeleine Mader and Rachel Belida (and all 
who contributed content), we had 12 monthly 
newsletters for the first time since our group's name 
changed to CRPCA back in 1994!  Madeleine's our 
super-volunteer, having held two board positions 
simultaneously all year.  She's currently coordinating 
our wide-ranging potluck programs (I had no idea of 
the extent of human trafficking in Portland) and our 
nascent networking services (look for our first post-
COS conference in 2010).  Most recently she led a 
very engaging discussion on power at our December 
potluck.  We first encountered Rachel as a newly 
returned PCV from Mali in July;  by October she'd 
volunteered to edit our newsletters.  She'll soon be 
managing our transition to web-based newsletters.

We first experienced Marta Wicke's zeal for effective 
speaking about Peace Corps at the storytelling training 
in June.  It turns out she's an advanced Toastmaster, 
and she's looking forward to providing active 
leadership to our Speakers Bureau in 2010.  One of the 
tasks she's taking on is cleaning up the new web page I 
hurriedly put together back in the spring from Speaker 
Survey responses.  You can also expect a new series of 
trainings/workshops that respond to our speakers' 
interests.

Phyllis Shelton walked up to me at the Peace Corps 
birthday event,  saying she would be willing to be our 
Treasurer someday if the position ever came open.  
When Karen Cellarius decided to hand over this 
important role that she had inherited from Cate Wilcox 
(both of whom had kept our finances ship-shape for 
years), I knew just who to call!  It turns out that Phyllis 
manages books for dozens of nonprofits and is a past 
RPCV group leader as well.  She tackled our 
governance document update and our first-ever budget 
with a big smile.  She's now the financial conscience of 
our organization.

Brenda Michel is our current Secretary, but I recently 
learned that she led the name change to CRPCA back 

when she was President of the Returned Peace Corps 
Volunteers of Oregon.  Brenda has injected lots of 
humor and personality into our minutes.  I'm 
particularly appreciative that she organized our first 
annual local campout, a hugely successful event that 
became an instant tradition in June.  Finally, there was 
that afternoon in late November when Brenda and I 
scanned over half the 308 newsletters currently 
archived at http://www.crpca.org/news.html.

Scott Eckert called me up a day before our October 
potluck, finally responding to our monthly appeals for 
a new Webmaster.  It turns out this very humorous 
RPCV's day job is managing websites for the federal 
government, but in maintaining our site he's forcing 
himself to learn and apply new tricks:  Google 
calendar, Dreamweaver, Joomla, content management 
systems, e-mail aliases, on-line membership databases, 
etc.  Look for a major redesign of our website in early 
2010.  We can still use help with managing our social 
media presence;  e-mail president@crpca.org if you're 
interested in this fun role.

Dane Pikkola planned a variety of monthly restaurant 
gatherings between May and November.  This year he 
was assisted by several members in planning our social 
events.  Most notably, Anne is coordinating regular 
family activities, and Karen and Brenda have taken 
charge of our campouts.

When the year began, Jim Maddry was wrapping up 
his three years as our Membership Coordinator.  
During that time he relished sending e-mail 
announcements and providing regular statistics on our 
members.  We witnessed his genius at leading a group 
discussion at the February program (on energy, peak 
oil,  and so much more).  But it wasn't until October, 
when dining with a bunch of former Peace Corps 
staffers, that I heard people rave about the database for 
tracking volunteers that he set up while he was in the 
employ of Peace Corps.  Today Elizabeth Samuels is 
handling our membership database, though that will 
soon be maintained on-line.  She too sends weekly e-
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updates and is very responsive to requests, even while 
traveling abroad!  Rick Samuels' projector has come in 
very handy for evaluating grant proposals at potlucks.  

For the first half of the year, Jessica Matthews and 
Brendan Williams were our go-to people for every odd 
request.  When they departed for Corvallis after a year 
of coordinating our most successful series of service 
events ever (chiefly at the Oregon Food Bank), they 
left the Service Coordinator role in the capable hands 
of Tom DeMeo.  In addition to thoughtfully planning 
our service and advocacy activities for 2010, Tom is 
enthusiastically organizing our first basketball game 
outing in memory.  More on that soon.

I want to express my appreciation to the board as a 
group for plunging into a major update of our 
governance documents.  The idea was first brought up 
by Jenn and Courtney, but we all embraced it.  It was 
even hilarious at times, like when Phyllis pointed out 
that much of what we'd prepared didn't meet current 
state guidelines.  The final push was fueled by beer and 
chocolate (from me) and back rubs (from Rich).  The 
revised documents were adopted by the membership at 
our September annual planning meeting, and I just 
collected the signatures that make them official.

Finally this has been a year of connections.  We were 
reminded what a curious and engaged group of people 
we are at group discussions led by Jim and Madeleine.  
The member with a storyteller spouse helped arrange 
an amazing but lightly attended storytelling workshop;  
the good news is that we'll be reprising it in 2010.  I 
enjoyed seeing a couple Benson High School grads 
from the same class,  who had followed similar life 
paths (Peace Corps and engineering) but who couldn't 
recall knowing each other, make a connection at one of 
our restaurant gatherings.  The member with 200 flags 
met the member planning our participation in the 2010 
Starlight Parade at our most recent potluck.  We've 
seen the value to our organization of the RPCV 
mentoring program (a veritable pipeline for the next 
generation of RPCV leaders),  with big thanks to Nicora 
Gardner for coordinating the first 2+ years of our local 
program. 

I could go on and on raving about the great people in 
CRPCA, but I've used enough space for this month.  
I've done a lot of looking back in these last few 
months.  Look for more future-focused President's 
messages in future months.  Happy New Year!

2009 Annual Report of CRPCA Activities

Potlucks/Programs: 
CRPCA's eight potluck gatherings featured six 
engaging programs.
• January: Hunger and Regional Food Systems in 

Oregon, presentation by Deb Lippoldt of Growing 
Gardens

• February: Peak Oil and the Transition to a Post-Oil 
World,  presentation by Jim Maddry, CRPCA's 
Membership Coordinator

• April: Ending Homelessness in Portland, presentation 
by Sally Erickson of the City of Portland

• May: Special business meeting to initiate bylaw 
amendments

• June: Health Equity, presentation by Sonali Balajee 
and Johnell Bell of Multnomah County

• September: Annual CRPCA planning meeting
• October: Human Trafficking in Oregon, presentation 

by Corie Wiren of Multnomah County
• December: Power, presentation by Madeleine Mader, 

CRPCA's Networking and Program Coordinator

Special Events: 
• January: Post-Holiday White Elephant Party
• February: hosted RPCV filmmaker Alrick Brown in 

conjunction with Cascade Festival of African Films 
for the Portland premier of Death of Two Sons

• March: Celebration Dinner in honor of Peace Corps' 
48th anniversary

• April: Nom Party, an information-sharing gathering 
of RPCVs and Peace Corps nominees

• June: first annual CRPCA Local Campout at Indian 
Henry Campground up the Clackamas River in Mt 
Hood National Forest

• July: annual Summer Picnic at Laurelhurst Park
• August: regional RPCV campout at Bridge Creek in 

the Wenatchee National Forest near Leavenworth 
WA, hosted by SEAPAX

• November: CRPCA Fundraising Dance/Auction 
featuring Chervona
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Restaurant Gatherings: 
• May: Bete-Lukas (Ethiopian)
• June: Nasca (Peruvian)
• July: Indish (North Indian)
• August: Malay Satay Hut (Malaysian)
• September: Salvador Molly's (international)
• October: Afrique Bistro (pan-African)
• November: Wild Tiger (Thai-Laotian)

Other Social Events: 
• 12 soirées at Lucky Lab Brew Pub
• May: Portland Beavers baseball game (sports event)
• August: Bridge Pedal (recreation event)
• October: Salmon homecoming walk at Oxbow Park 

(family event)

Service Activities: 
Number of volunteers are in parantheses.
• 9 with Oregon Food Bank: January (17), March (18), 

June (20),  July (18), August (15), September (18), 
October (1), November (8), December (11)

• 1 with SOLV: April (5)

Speakers Bureau Activities: 
• Presentations were made at Beaverton High School, 

Kiwanis Club of Sandy/Boring, Oregon City High 
School, Sandy High School, West Linn High School, 
and Woodburn High School.

• Our speakers assisted Peace Corps recruiters at Clark 
College, Linfield College, Multnomah County 
Library, Portland State University, Reed College, and 
REI. They also tabled on behalf of Peace Corps at the 
Day of the African Child in June.

• Several speakers participated in a June workshop on 
how to effectively share Peace Corps stories. This 
training was led by professional storyeller Ruth Ann 
Homan.

• Our spring 2009 speaker survey was used to 
thoroughly update the content on the Speakers 
Bureau web page.

Mentoring: 
• Five newly arrived RPCVs were matched with 

mentors in 2009.
• Interested mentors and mentees are invited to learn 

about the RPCV Mentoring Program and to sign up 
at http://www.rpcvmentoring.org.

Communications: 
• Published 12 newsletters.
• Original (or nearly original) newsletter content: 

Blessed Ladies of Ghana, a tribute to rhinos, Benin 
RPCV reunion, RPCV storytelling discussion, the 
story of three-year-old Sidikou in Niger, applying a 
long-ago professor's teachings to university students 
in Moldova.

• 50 e-updates e-mailed to members, currently once a 
week

• New on our website: Pages with information on 
CRPCA's grant program, service events, and regional 
RPCV activities. On-line newsletter archive: 300+ 
newsletters back to 1966, a project of dozens of 
volunteeer hours. Google calendar of events. First 
use of PayPal (for auction sales,  more to come). 
Aliases built for board members' e-mail addresses. 
Items of visual interest added to many pages.

• 20,000 unique website visits. Detailed stats can be 
viewed at http://www.crpca.org/stats/crpca.org/.

Board Activities: 
• Our bylaws were replaced by substantially revised 

governance documents. These added a non-
discrimination clause, removed most references to 
event frequency, changed our fiscal year to October-
September, and installed a requirement that we 
donate through our grant program at least 95% of net 
proceeds from fundraising activities. Board member 
position descriptions were streamlined and moved to 
Board Resolution 1, and a new board position 
(Networking Coordinator) was created. Hours of 
meeting time went into this project between May and 
September.

• Four member surveys: Speakers Bureau (spring); 
extracurricular events (April); volunteer activities, 
food preferences, interests and resources (June); 
2010 service activities (fall).

• The first-ever CRPCA budget was discussed and 
approved at our annual planning meeting in 
September.

• A new food identification requirement was 
implemented at potluck gatherings.

• The board met (with all members invited) prior to all 
eight potlucks.

• Special board meetings: February regional group 
leaders meeting in Eugene OR, July meeting with 
Seattle-based Peace Corps recruiters,  August meeting 
of budget committee, October dinner with Jody 
Olsen (former acting director of Peace Corps).

Grant Program: 
• CRPCA's new grant program, discussed for six 

months and adopted in May, spells out how/when we 
award grants. Applications, progress reports, and 
signed contracts are required of grantees.

• Funds were raised for the grant program through the 
sale of 500 International Calendars and at the Peace 
Corps birthday party (March) and the dance/auction 
(November).

• Summer grants: $1000 to Mejor Communities (Peru), 
$446 to books for school library (Vanuatu).

• Fall grants: $1000 to Cascade Festival of African 
Films, $750 to Makindu Childrens Program (Kenya), 
$750 to Museum of the Peace Corps Experience.

4

http://www.rpcvmentoring.org/
http://www.rpcvmentoring.org/
http://www.crpca.org/stats/crpca.org/
http://www.crpca.org/stats/crpca.org/


Events Calendar

January 2010
Saturday, 1/09, 6:00 pm - Post-Holiday White 
Elephant Party. Lucky Labrador Public House 
(Multnomah Village), 7675 SW Capitol Hwy in 
Portland. See p. 6.

Saturday, 1/16 - Family Snowshoe/Sledding Event on 
Mt Hood. We will have a general meeting area and 
time and then people can choose to take a short 
snowshoe hike or stay at the sledding area.  If 
necessary, rent snowshoes and purchase a daily Sno-
Park pass ($3) in town or in Sandy on the way to the 
mountain. Please bring snacks and a sack lunch and a 
strong water bottle. With young children in tow, this 
won't be a strenuous activity. RSVP to Anne Kimberly 
(cell 503-929-1470, home 503-234-4094) for more 
information. See p. 7.

Saturday, 1/23, 9:00 am - Peace Corps Day at the 
Oregon Historical Society,  1200 SW Park Ave in 
Por t land . Learn about OHS' 2011 exhib i t 
commemorating Peace Corps' 50th anniversary over 
coffee and breakfast bread, then plan to stay to tour the 
museum when it opens at 10:00.

Monday, 1/25,  6:30 pm - Soirée. An informal 
gathering at the Lucky Labrador Brew Pub, 915 SE 
Hawthorne Blvd in Portland. This is a great way to link 
up with other RPCVs, hear interesting stories from 
around the world, and grab a beer and a bite to eat 
among good company.  You can usually find us in the 
front room. Kids welcome until 9pm.

Sunday, 1/31,  5:00-8:00 pm - Business Meeting, 
Potluck and Program. Location at the home of 
CateWilcox at 4609 SE Mitchell Street, Portland 
(please note change from the previously announced 
location!). All are welcome to the 5pm CRPCA 
business meeting (see draft agenda below),  dinner will 
be at 6pm (please bring a dish to share), and the 
program on the Klamath River Basin will begin at 
7pm.

Draft Agenda

• Approve minutes of 9/20/09, 10/11/09, and 12/13/09 
business meetings

• Elect new Co-Social Coordinator
• Vote on free membership policy for current PCVs
• Decide which grant applications to fund for our 

winter grant cycle
• Event updates
◦ Regional RPCV Meeting 2/06/2010
◦ Post-COS Conference - Spring 2010
◦ Local Campout - June 2010

◦ Annual Picnic - July 2010
◦ Regional Campout - August 2010
◦ Oregon Historical Society exhibit for Peace 

Corps' 50th anniversary - Spring 2011
• Choose new look and feel of CRPCA website 

(tentative)

Program:  Klamath River Basin
Located in southern central Oregon and northern 
California the Klamath River Basin has frequently 
been in the news over the past 10 years. In the summer 
of 2001 the livelihood of many farmers in the Upper 
Klamath basin was threatened when the Bureau of 
Reclamation curtailed irrigated water in a response to 
legal action related to the Endangered Species Act. The 
following year over 30,000 Chinook and Coho salmon 
died in the lower Klamath River from a bacterial 
infestation. In September 2009 PacifiCorp and other 
parties agreed to remove four hydro power dams on the 
lower Klamath River. John Risley, hydrologist and 
RPCV (Niger 1979-81), will present a slide show 
followed by a discussion about these and other issues 
in the Klamath River Basin.

February 2010
Monday, 2/1, 7:00 pm - Portland Trailblazer vs. 
Charlotte.  Ticket options are $23 (300 level) or $50 
(200 level).  Here is the procedure:

1. Names and ticket options of those attending to Tom 
DeMeo by January 15, the sooner the better.

2. Payment due to Tom by January 25.  He will then 
buy all the tickets in one purchase. Paying for 
tickets all at once saves us money, since there is 
only one processing fee rather than a fee for each 
ticket purchase.  Additions accepted until Jan 25.

3. Blazers will donate $5 to our grant fund for each 
ticket purchased.

Contact Tom DeMeo with questions or to reserve 
tickets (503) 267-3943 or service@crpca.org.

Saturday,  2/6,  9:00-12:00 pm - West Regional 
Meeting of RPCV Group Leaders, hosted by CRPCA. 
Location at Portland Community College's Cascade 
campus (705 N Killingsworth St), Terrell Hall 122 
(auditorium).  See "TH" in the campus map. This is also 
the first weekend of the Cascade Festival of African 
Films, also at PCC. More information is available on 
our Regional Activities page.  See p. 6.

Thursday, 2/18, 6:30-8:30 pm  - Service Activity at 
the Oregon Food Bank, 7900 NE 33rd Drive in 
Portland.  RSVP to service@crpca.org or call Tom at 
503-267-3943. Please see our Service page for 
additional details.  See photos on p. 10.
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Monday, 2/22,  6:30 pm - Soirée. An informal 
gathering at the Lucky Labrador Brew Pub, 915 SE 
Hawthorne Blvd in Portland. This is a great way to link 
up with other RPCVs, hear interesting stories from 
around the world, and grab a beer and a bite to eat 
among good company.  You can usually find us in the 
front room. Kids welcome until 9pm.

To the Editor:
Thanks for putting John's obit in the CPRCA News. It 
was nicely done. One small thing: the dates of my 
Peace Corps Service are 1965-1969,  not what you 
printed. I also went back to Uganda to work on a PC 
training program in 1970. John met me in London on 
my way back which is why we were married there.

- Peggy Bromley

Welcome to New Members 
Tai Bainter, Nicaragua, 2005 - 2007;  Krista Charles, 
Niger, 2008 - 2009; Ashlee Irwin,  Botswana, 2007 - 
2009;  Bianca Ryan Taveras, Dominican Republic, 
2006 - 2009; and Marjorie Wazeka, Pakistan, 
1963-1965.

Thank you to our renewing members! 
Thank you to renewing members,  Shannon Brown, 
Botswana, 1976 - 1978;  Amy Evans, Jamaica, 2000 - 
2002; Carol and William North, Micronesia 1967 - 
1969; Mike and Jackie Spurlock,  Iran 1974 - 1976;  
Laura Montez,  Kiribati, 1997 - 1999; and Stephen 
Montez.

West Regional RPCV 
Group Leaders Meeting

The Winter 2010 West Regional RPCV Group Leaders 
meeting will take place Saturday, February 6, 2010. 
The meeting will be hosted by CRPCA at Portland 
Community College's Cascade campus,  705 N 
Killingsworth St in Portland, in Terrell Hall 122 
(auditorium--see "TH" in the campus map),  from 9:00 
am to noon. 

All members of western RPCV groups are welcome, 
not just group leaders! A meeting agenda will follow 
closer to the event. It is likely to include updates from 
each of the participating groups, an NPCA update from 
our rep Joe Hindman, how RPCVs can help with Peace 
Corps recruiting, and news of the Museum of the Peace 
Corps Experience's 2011 exhibit at the Oregon 
Historical Society. Please send agenda items to 
president@crpca.org.

On Friday, February 5, there will be a 5pm welcome 
dinner for the early arrivals. We'll eat early to assure 
seating at the opening night of the 20th Cascade 
Festival of African Films: Teza, the film by Haile 
Gerima (in attendance) which won 2009 FESPACO 
(African film fest in Burkina Faso), is a powerful film 
set in Ethiopia. The screening will take place at 7pm at 
the Hollywood Theatre, 4122 NE Sandy Blvd in 
Portland. 

After our regional meeting on Saturday,  we'll share 
lunch across the street at E'Njoni Cafe (Ethiopian, 
Eritrean, Meditteranean cuisine), then return to PCC 
for the 2pm documentaries that CRPCA is sponsoring: 
African Underground (rap music's influence in the 
recent Senegalese election) and Water First (clean 
water in Malawi). In the evening, folks will be free to 
return for Haile Gerima's 1993 film Sankofa or enjoy 
less structured social time in the company of RPCVs.

CRPCA members, please let Rich Ireland 
(events@crpca.org, 503-246-0479) know if  you can 
assist our out-of-town guests with lodging and/or 
transportation on Friday and Saturday. Thank you!

White Elephant Party! 

January 9 from 6-9pm. at the Lucky Labrador Public 
House in Multnomah village 7675 SW Capitol Hwy.  
Bring a gift to put out for someone to choose. Then the 
fun begins: When your turn comes  you can take one of 
the unopened gifts or take a gift from someone else 
(each gift can be chosen three times!) The person 
whose gift was taken can then choose another 
unopened gift or take from someone else.  

There will be an all you can eat pizza buffet for $10 ,$6 
for children 3-8. We have our own bar where you can 
purchase libations.

Great time to celebrate and salivate and have a fun 
time!

Do not spend money on your wrapped gift!  It should 
be something that you received for the holidays (or that 
has been sitting around your home) that that will be of 
more value to someone else. New this year: no 
holiday-themed gifts (please leave Santa Claus at 
home).  Thanks!

Call for Original Work
Do you have a memorable story to tell about your 
Peace Corps experience?  Send your story to be 
published in the newsletter! Email it  to 
newsletter@crpca.org.
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Hiking/Snowshoeing on Mt. Hood

We will meet in front of the Mazama Lodge on 
Saturday, January 16th at 11:00 am. The area is 
conducive to snowshoeing, skiing and sledding. Please 
review the info below and see if you would like to 
make a reservation to stay at the lodge the night before 
or after, or maybe both! Please consider a day pass 
(cheap) and don't forget to purchase a Sno-Park permit 
(daily $3, 3-day $7, or annual $20) BEFORE you come 
up to the mountain.

Directions to Mazama Lodge (near Government Camp 
on Mt Hood).  Also, Mazama Lodge just started nifty 
on-line registration.

At this writing, they have availability on the evenings 
of Jan 15 and 16. The cool thing is that you can book 
today,  but they won't charge your credit card until 14 
days before your stay.  You can always use the lodge 
for day use without reservations, but all are well-
advised to make bunk reservations during the peak of 
ski season.  They'd also like to know who will be 
ordering meals, but you pay for those upon arrival.

Bunk costs:
Mazama member:  $17 + 10% tax
member child:  $12 + 10% tax
nonmember:  $22 ($20 for Sierra Club members) + 
10% tax
nonmember child:  $15 + 10% tax

Mazama Lodge options:
Day Use (free to Mazama members & lodge guests):  
$5 per person, $15 per family
Breakfast or Lunch:  $8 for adults, $5 for ages 2-12
Dinner:  $12 for adults, $6 for ages 2-12

If interested, make bunk lodging reservations (bring 
your sleeping bag!) and say you're a "guest of Mazama 
member Bill Stein" in the Additional Info box.

Contact Anne by email at kimberla@reed.edu or by 
phone at 503-929-1470(c)/ 503-234-4094(h) with 
questions.

Starlight Parade

January 25 - We will be doing a photo shoot at the 
Lucky Lab Soiree to send in with our Starlight Parade 
application.

June 5 - the starlight parade happens and we are going 
t o m a r c h .  E m a i l R i c h I r e l a n d a t  
rireland88@yahoo.com if you would like to 
participate.  We may be limited to 50 people, so get 
your place in line now!

Bring a flag from your country of service.  If you don’t 
have one, let me know which country’s flag you need.  
Alden Jencks has volunteered flags for the event. 

We need to illuminate our march.  Do you have any 
ideas?  We need some creative way to light the flags.  
One option is camp stove lights, which would be easy 
and certainly closer to what I had in Peace Corps.  
Contact Rich if you have any bright illuminating ideas.  
And be ready to have a great time!

Room for Rent
Very nice house to share in the beautiful Laurelhurst 
neighborhood/close-in SE. Two friendly housemates 
seeking a mature third housemate of either gender to 
share a large two story house, 2 blocks from the park 
and very near the Belmont/Hawthorne area. Two 
blocks to the bus line, easy to get to downtown, PSU, 
Providence Medical Center. Giant maple right out the 
front windows,  and nice yard with small garden 
behind.

Wood floors and large windows all around on both 
floors. Large, furnished living room. The kitchen has a 
washer/dryer, dishwasher, fridge and new stove. The 
house has 4 bedrooms. The new housemate can choose 
from 2 unfurnished bedrooms downstairs,  where there 
is a full bath.  One bedroom will be kept empty as a 
guest room for friends.

One of current housemates is British, and the other a 
former Peace Corps volunteer who has lived in several 
countries.  So, if you like living in a beautiful area with 
housemates who have a wider perspective on the 
world, this house is for you!   Rent is $450 monthly 
plus one-third of utilities. Looking for a person with 
steady income who will stay 6 months or longer. If you 
would like to stop by to meet us and see the house, 
please call 541-578-0051 as soon as you can.

7

http://www.mazamas.org/your/adventure/starts-here/C130/
http://www.mazamas.org/your/adventure/starts-here/C130/
http://www.mazamas.org/your/adventure/starts-here/C184/
http://www.mazamas.org/your/adventure/starts-here/C184/
mailto:kimberla@reed.edu
mailto:kimberla@reed.edu
mailto:rireland88@yahoo.com
mailto:rireland88@yahoo.com


Meeting Minutes  from the CRPCA Board 
Meeting held Sunday, Dec. 13, 2009.  

Location: Linda Centurion’s home 

Those present were: 
Bill Stein – president; Brenda Michel – secretary; Rich 
Ireland – events coordinator (non-fund raising); Rachel 
Belida – newsletter editor; Scott Eckert –webmaster; 
and Madeleine Mader – networking coordinator; Tom 
DeMeo – service coordinator; Brian – returned PCV 
from Cape Verde; Tai –returned PCV from Nicaragua; 
Richard – returned from Ukraine; Mitch Auerbach 

Topics of discussion included: 

We will read and approve three sets of meeting minutes 
at our January 2010 meeting since today we didn’t 
have a laptop or hard copies to review. 

The US Senate affirmatively voted to give PC a $400 
million dollar budget.

Scott said that in the not too distant future he will 
enable anyone interested to officially join our group 
via our website. He will create a membership database 
for us on the web; he will finalize a “web content 
management system” that ties things together and 
automates certain functions.

Rachel asked that we agree to move away from printed 
newsletters. It’s expensive —for paper, for printing, 
and for postage not to mention the work, time, and 
effort involved in creating (and formatting) a paper 
newsletter.  It was duly noted that some members 
PREFER a paper newsletter or require one because 
they don’t have a computer. It was duly noted that we 
honestly do not know how many of those ‘paper 
receivers’ really do not have email or access to a 
computer. Those present voted unanimously that we: 
switch to an electronic newsletter that would go on our 
website; that we ask every paper receiving member to 
switch over to the electronic version; that we get the 
fewest possible numbers of members on the list for 
mailing newsletters to them; AND, starting now, the 
newsletter will no longer be formatted AS IF it’s a hard 
copy to be mailed out. It will be created for the web 
and for viewing on the web. The newsletter will then 
be printed off for those who must get a paper copy, but 
it won’t be in a “traditional” newsletter format with 
columns and such. It’ll just be, you know, like, blocks 
of text w/out much fancy stuff. 

Dec 15 (Tues) in this month’s deadline for newsletter 
submissions. That’s earlier than usual. We ARE saving 
some money by not mailing so many newsletters and 
Bill for one, would like to see us increase member 
benefits.  We’ll discuss THAT at some of our next 
meetings. 

Finances: October 1st started our new fiscal year. 
Phyllis is sick tonight and was unable to attend, so 
we’ll have to wait until our Jan 2010 meeting for a 
complete picture of our financial situation.  We do have 
about $7600 in the bank, in reserves. We then had a 
discussion about the Nov. dance and auction fund-
raising event. It sounds as if we did not quite cover all 
our expenses. It seems that we’re approximately 
$700-800 in the red. One topic of discussion was along 
these lines: The auction itself made money but the 
intake at the door for the dance did not. Let’s not spend 
the auction money to pay for the dance. Let’s instead 
use some of the money in our “reserve” account to 
subsidize the cost of the event. That way, all the money 
from the auction can be given to our grant program. 
The discussion then centered on the pros and cons of 
that approach and somewhat on the semantics! We 
decided not to do anything until we have a real dollar 
figures in front of us along with the fundraiser 
coordinators and our treasurer, too.*

This coming Jan 9th, a Saturday, is our annual,  and very 
popular White Elephant Party. Rich is making the 
reservation for us. Everyone brings a wrapped gift to 
“re-gift” and has a great time eating, drinking, and 
trading/stealing gifts from others.

The Oregon Historical Society is hosting a party for us 
on Saturday, Jan 23, 2010 at 9:00 am. The 9:00 am 
start time is because the museum staff wants the event 
at a time the museum isn't full of visitors [they open at 
10am].  Their other proposal,  5:00 pm on a weeknight, 
wouldn't work for most of our members, so it was 
settled that a Saturday morning with lots of free coffee 
and breakfast breads would be fine.  The main purpose 
of this event is for museum staff to engage local 
RPCVs about the exhibit they are doing about Peace 
Corps’ 50th anniversary.

The Regional Group Leaders Meeting will be here on 
Sat. Feb 6th. It’s same day/evening that the CRPCA 
sponsors one of the films at the African Film Festival. 
We will be incorporating the movie into the day’s 
schedule (but not the agenda).  The Group Leaders 
Meeting will start at 9:00 am on the 6th.  Some out-of-
towners might need a place to stay overnight on Friday 
the 5th and/or Sat the 6th. Please volunteer if you have 
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any space for overnight guests in your house. This 
Regional Group Leaders Meeting is optional for 
CRPCA Board Members. Please talk to Rich Ireland if 
you have any space to host an overnighter or two.

Madeleine Mader is organizing a 2010 post-COS 
conference for any RPCVs, regardless of when they 
COS’d. She’s looking for ideas for sessions. So far 
ideas include: resume creation; graduate school 
programs; interviewing skills and/or job hunting 
techniques; perhaps Powerpoint presentation skills for 
telling your PC story.  She’d welcome any ideas; you 
can reach her at networking@crpca.org.  

Do we need to cancel the Thursday night and/or the 
Sunday night GROUP site at the location of our 
regional camp-out because we won’t have enough 
people arriving early and/or staying late to justify it? 
This decision will be made at our 1/31 business 
meeting as we cannot make changes to our reservation 
prior to 2/12.

Rich is working on our Starlight Parade submission.  
Alden Jencks, who has a collection of flags from every 
country in the world, will assist Rich Ireland with our 
parade application. Perhaps we could carry flags and 
wind lights around the poles to meet the illumination 
requirements of the Rose Festival? 

Tom DeMeo will make arrangements for CRPCA 
group attendance at an upcoming Portland Trail 
Blazers game.

Madeleine Mader will work with Brenda Michel on 
planning a CRPCA tour of Portland's Bull Run 
watershed on Mt Hood in summer 2010. 

Linda Centurion promises to get our book club going 
early in 2010, and there seems to be a wave of 
enthusiasm for it.

The 9/20 amendments to our governance documents 
are now official, as we have nine signatures from our 
13 board positions.  Bill still needs to collect signatures 
from Marta, Jenn/Courtney, Elizabeth, and Dane so it's 
unanimous.  He will bring the signature pages to our 
12/28 soirée and our 1/09 white elephant party.

Our March 14 2010 potluck is likely to be back at 
Linda Centurion's house with a fascinating speaker on 
Peace Corps history.  Does anyone have an interest in a 
business meeting before that potluck?  A couple of 
ideas include:  how/whether to spend our reserves (not 
addressed in our current year's budget), and discuss 
new member benefits.

Brian, a RPCV from Cape Verde shared with all of us 
what he’s doing to create a PC WIKI website (is that 
correct?) so that volunteers can more easily and readily 
share information about projects, methods, techniques, 
etc with each other. PC Journals is one place for 
thoughts and feelings (my words, not his) but it’s not 
quite the right venue/avenue for project information 
and research. 

The meeting was adjourned and we ate and then had 
our program… on Power.

*Phyllis Shelton, our treasurer who talked with Bill 
after tonight's meeting, says: "Without having been 
involved in the discussion about spending the reserves 
on covering event expenses and using the entire take as 
grant funding, I would like to clarify what I think.

1. The separation of funds between accounts is a 
superficial handling of funds. Unless there has been a 
DONOR based restriction on any past funds collected, 
the organization can chose to use all available funds as 
it wishes. That includes changing its mind about 
previous decisions to restrict funds for certain 
purposes.

2. The organization actually has an approved budget 
for this year,  that includes the plan of giving 95% of 
the net profit from the Nov event and the calendar sales 
for the grant making activities.  If we decide to change 
this from a formula based activity to a lump sum that 
we plan to give, then we just need to propose a budget 
modification and vote on it.

3. We might want to think about what we have 
available to give out in grants,  and how that interacts 
with the new grant making cycle that we have 
developed. I am often asked "how much money can we 
award," which is a very hard question to answer, 
considering the fluctuating formula, and the lack of a 
plan on how we want to spread that designated money 
over the whole year.  With the $2,500 that we have 
already given out this year,  we could easily be done 
awarding money in early 2010 if we keep up at that 
pace - leaving the third grant cycle with no funding. 
Deciding on a set amount and then dividing it into 
three grant periods might make this easier for everyone 
to get their heads around."
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CRPCA Volunteers at 
Oregon Food Bank

David, David, Norman, and Anne bagging potatoes.

David, Anne and Norman bagging potatoes

CONTACT US - CRPCA Board Members
President: 
Bill Stein, Niger 1990-1993 
503-830-0817, president@crpca.org

Secretary: 
Brenda Michel, Sierra Leone 1986-1988 
503-408-6933, secretary@crpca.org

Treasurer: 
Phyllis Shelton, Honduras 1986-1988 
503-704-6298, treasurer@crpca.org

Networking Coordinator & Program Coordinator 
Madeleine Mader, Cameroon 1984-1986 
networking@crpca.org

Newsletter Editor:
Rachel Belida, Mali 2007-2009
802-735-4203, newsletter@crpca.org

Webmaster:
Scott Eckert, St. Vincent & the Grenadines
971-832-9594, webmaster@crpca.org

Education Coordinator: 
Marta Wicke, Mozambique 2001-2003 
480-747-3875, education@crpca.org

Events Co-Coordinators 
Amy Evans, Jamaica 2002 – 2004 
417-763-9956, events@crpca.org

Richard Ireland, Haiti 1998-2000 
503-246-0479, events@crpca.org

Fundraising Co-Coordinators: 
Jenn Dederich 
Dominican Republic 2000-2003 
520-906-0387, fundraising@crpca.org
Courtney Martin 
Dominican Republic 2001-2003 
520-906-0436, fundraising@crpca.org

Membership Coordinator: 
Elizabeth Samuels, Benin 1975-1977 
503-228-7706, membership@crpca.org

Service Coordinator:
Tom DeMeo, Ghana 1980-1982, Botswana 1982-1984
503-267-3943, service@crpca.org

Social Co-Coordinators: 
Dane Pikkola, Swaziland 1992-1994 
971-544-1727, social@crpca.org
Heather Swientek, Uzbekistan 2004-2005
757-374-6030, social@crpca.org
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