
 

CRPCA Newsletter December, 2011 Volume 31, Issue 12 

 

 

The people who made Peace Corps’ 50th year really special for CRPCA 

by Bill Stein, President 

 

Elsewhere in this newsletter, you’ll notice that we’ve switched the timing of our annual report (to our members and 
to the National Peace Corps Association) to conform to our fiscal year, which runs October 1 to September 30.  
We moved to this fiscal year a few years ago as it better reflects the natural cycle in our activities and finances. 
FY2011 encompassed all our celebrations of Peace Corps’ 50th anniversary, from our conference at Portland State 
University in early October 2010 to the celebrations several members attended in Washington DC in late Septem-
ber 2011. 

 

Many of you will no doubt agree with me that it was a joy to be an active member of CRPCA over the last year.  
Among other things, you may have marched, volunteered, camped, shared a meal or drink, and/or discussed a 
book, idea, or your writings with us.  You all made my experience of Peace Corps’ 50th year special, but I want to 
continue my annual tradition of shouting particular praises for my fellow group leaders.  Without the dedication of 
these fine individuals, we wouldn’t have had much more than an obsolete web presence, weekly e-updates, and a 
book club.  For those, you see, are my chief contributions besides drafting these monthly messages, preparing 
agendas and chairing business meetings. 

 

CRPCA’s initiatives that I find myself bragging the most about are our service activities and our grant program.  
While we’re not the only Peace Corps group that engages in these activities, the growth of our service partnerships 
under Tom DeMeo’s leadership and our grantmaking under Richard Rystrom’s leadership has been impressive, 
inclusive, and meaningful.   

 

If you’ve read this far, I suspect you have an appreciation for the fine job our volunteer Newsletter Editors have 
been doing.  Katie Masferrer and Alanna Randall started out the year editing newsletters in Word (as had been 
our practice for the better part of two decades), then Roberto Masferrer managed the transition of our newsletters 
to MailChimp.  The switch has had some kinks, but those are being worked out more each month, and our news-
letter content has remained engaging throughout.  You can help!  Send your interesting content (text/images) to 
newsletter@crpca.org by the 25th of any month (including December). 

 
Work toward our new WordPress format webpage is being led by Scott Eckert.  We still have room for more web 
redesign committee members!  Please contact webmaster@crpca.org ASAP if you can help us in December.  With 
Scott’s leadership and your help, our web presence will be a lot more modern in 2012. 

 
Our Education Coordinator for the past year has been Laura Kutner, who today is also the Peace Corps recruiter 
at Portland State University.  Besides leading our Speakers Bureau, Laura’s chief contribution was to organize the 
programs during the Peace Corps exhibit at the Oregon Historical Society. 

 
Our special events have benefited hugely from the leadership of Erin Gettling (all year), Amy Evans (at the start 
of the year), and Rich Ireland (for the Grand Floral Parade).  For some events, they had significant assistance 
from Katie and Laura.  One thing I really appreciate about this team is that I’ve usually had to do little other than 
paste event notices into e-updates then show up and make a short speech;  they’ve done a lot of the heavy lifting.  
And the breaking news is that Erin has taken us up on last month’s invitation to lead our 2012 parade entry! 

http://www.crpca.org/
http://www.crpca.org/annual.html
mailto:newsletter@crpca.org
mailto:webmaster@crpca.org


 

 
Katie merits a third mention for stepping into our long-vacant Fundraising Coordinator position.  Katie has managed 
two successful fundraisers at Ready, Paint, Fire, and she’s presently coordinating our 2012 International Calendar 
sale.  She proposes a Bowling Night to round out our fundraising activities in FY2012. 

Over half of our programs were planned by our past Program Coordinator Madeleine Mader.  Madeleine had as-
sistance from Blake Schmidt for our October program, Katie for our April program, and Mary Lopez for our June 
program.  Our new Program Coordinators, Caitlin McSweeny and Tara O’Connor, are hard at work planning our 
2012 programs. 

 
The position that’s had the most transition this year is Membership Coordinator.  Marta Wicke managed the transi-
tion to MailChimp e-updates, then Chuck McConnell took over maintaining the membership database for the 
spring and summer, then Adrienne Wolf-Lockett spearheaded a membership campaign that has renewals coming 
in strong, and now Melissa Ngaruri Kenney (CRPCA’s new Secretary) is taking care of the database until 
Adrienne returns to Portland in early 2012.  This is another area (our web presence being the other) where we ex-
pect big changes; we should offer an on-line membership form by mid 2012. 

 
We’ve also benefited from the diverse social activities led by Mitch Auerbach, the networking events led by Gor-
don Young and Jenny Dempsey Stein, the entertaining minutes kept by Brenda Michel, the Writers’ Group gath-
erings organized by Gabriella Maertens and Mike Waite, and above all the responsible financial stewardship of 

Phyllis Shelton.   

 
I have not yet used the words dedication and enthusiasm, because those are two attributes all of our group’s lead-
ers share.  A big thank you to all of you! 

 
I’d like to round out this annual Thanksgiving by expressing my appreciation to all our event hosts and auction do-
nors (I’m sorry I can’t name all of you!) and to the following sets of partners who enriched our year immensely. 

 

¶ The folks at the National Peace Corps Association who have been very helpful to us (Anne Baker, Erin Mad-
sen, and Kevin Quigley) and our regional representatives on the NPCA board (then Joe Hindman, now Darryl 
Johnson). 

¶ Our International Development Happy Hour partners: Bob Brown, Anna Garwood, Kristi Jo Lewis, Sarah Mitts, 
and Ann Pickar. 

¶ The team that organized our October 2010 conference, which included Portland State University’s Martha Hick-
ey and then-PSU Peace Corps recruiter Ally Packer.  I’d like to add special thanks to our primary presenters Barba-
ra Barde, Peter Chilson, Cleon Cox, Kevin Laughlin, and Ted Magnuson, and Theresa Taylor. 

¶ The resourceful folks who organized the Peace Corps exhibit at the Oregon Historical Society:  OHS’ Marsha 
Matthews and the Committee for a Museum of the Peace Corps Experience’s Nicole Dino, Martin Kaplan, Tada-
kazu Kumashiro, Ron Myers, and Bill Saphir.  Ron helped me personally by digitizing all my slides from Niger.  I 
enjoyed watching 18 of my images flash by in the exhibit’s slideshows, and I later incorporated the photos into my 
first Peace Corps PowerPoint, which I already got to try out at a local high school this fall. 

Bob Textor, Peace Corps’ founding anthropologist who as the leader of Thirsters has been hugely supportive of 
CRPCA and introduced me to several fascinating people. 

I am pleased to report that all of our board positions are currently filled.  This has happened rarely in the recent his-
tory of this organization, and we’ll surely have openings again in 2012.  So if you wouldn’t mind seeing yourself 
praised a year from now by CRPCA’s next President, please consider getting more involved in your local Peace 
Corps group, which by any measure is among the most dynamic in the USA.   



 

 

Peace Corps Around The World 

RPCVs: Host your country table at this "Around the 

World" celebration co-hosted by CRPCA and the Se-

attle Peace Corps recruiting office. This is a large 

gathering of RPCVs, friends and prospective appli-

cants to the Peace Corps from the Portland area. 

Peace Corps will provide a table, 1-2 chairs and a 

host country sign for your table. You provide the 

decoration! This includes: traditional dress, photos, 

music, artifacts, and food from your host country. 

There may not be access to electrical outlets, so use 

of laptop/iPads for slide shows and music will need a 

battery life of 2+ hours. Please come dressed in your 

traditional clothing! 

 

 
 
Where & When 
Saturday, December 3, 2011: The public event is 

12:00 noon to 2:00 pm. 

The venue is the Multnomah Arts Center, 7688 SW 

Capitol Hwy in Portland (Dance Studio and room 34 

- follow Peace Corps signs). 
 

Upcoming Events 
December 2011 
Thursday, 12/01, 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm - Service Activity at 
the Oregon Food Bank, 7900 NE 33rd Drive in Portland. 
RSVP required to Tom DeMeo, service@crpca.org or 503-
267-3943. Please see our Service page for additional de-
tails. 
Saturday, 12/03, 12:00 noon to 2:00 pm - Peace Corps 
Around the World. Share your Peace Corps stories with 
Peace Corps recruits. Multnomah Arts Center, 7688 SW 
Capitol Hwy in Portland. Please see our Around the World 
page for more information.  
Monday, 12/05, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm - Writers' Group. 
Location at the home of Gabriella Maertens, 13302 NE 
Sacramento Dr in Portland (503-254-5161). Please bring a 
writing sample and perhaps a snack to share. See our 
Writers' Group page for more information.  
Friday, 12/09, 6:00 pm - Restaurant Gathering at Espar-
za's Tex-Mex Café, 2725 SE Ankeny St in Portland. RSVP 
required to Mitch Auerbach, social@crpca.org, 503-505-
2160. 
Sunday, 12/11, 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm - Potluck Gathering. 
Location at the home of Mike Waite, 7008 Kansas St in 
Vancouver, WA (360-314-4117). All are welcome to the 
5pm CRPCA business meeting (agenda to follow), 6pm 
dinner (please bring a dish to share), and 7pm program on 
forestry practices in Africa and around the world, led by 
CRPCA’s Tom DeMeo. 
Tuesday, 12/13, 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm - Service Activity at 
the Oregon Food Bank, 7900 NE 33rd Drive in Portland. 
RSVP required to Tom DeMeo, service@crpca.org or 503-
267-3943. Please see our Service page for additional de-
tails. 
Thursday, 12/15, 6:30 pm to 8:00 
pm - Book Club. Location at the 
home of Lee Norris, 3748 SE Salm-
on St in Portland. Feel free to bring 
snacks to share. The book to read 
is Bury Me Standing: The Gyp-
sies and Their Journey by Isabel 
Fonseca (1996). See our Book 
Club page for more information. 

 
Fri-Sun, 12/16-12/18 - Winter 
Weekend at Mazama Lodge on Mt 
Hood. Please see our Winter 
Weekend page for more infor-
mation. Reserve your bunks today if you wish to spend an 
evening or two in the company of CRPCA friends!  
Monday, 12/19, 6:30 pm - Soirée. An informal gathering 
at the Lucky Labrador Brew Pub, 915 SE Hawthorne Blvd 
in Portland. This is a great way to link up with other 
RPCVs, hear interesting stories from around the world, 
and grab a drink and a bite to eat among good company. 
You can usually find us in the front room. Kids welcome 
until 9pm. 
 

I am particularly eager for an energetic member to lead CRPCA forward with something other than my hands-on, bor-
derline-luddite “ENTJ” approach.  I won’t be running for reelection in April, but as you can see by the 50 individuals 
named above, whoever inherits the reins of CRPCA will have a lot of help.  Please contact me at president@crpca.org 
or 503-830-0817 soon if I can interest you in this terrific opportunity! 

http://tinyurl.com/43pmky4
http://tinyurl.com/43pmky4
http://tinyurl.com/8uc688
mailto:service@crpca.org
http://www.crpca.org/service.html
http://tinyurl.com/43pmky4
http://tinyurl.com/43pmky4
http://www.crpca.org/atw.html
http://www.crpca.org/atw.html
http://tinyurl.com/2dykjos
http://tinyurl.com/2dykjos
http://www.crpca.org/writers.html
http://www.esparzastexmex.com/
http://www.esparzastexmex.com/
http://tinyurl.com/3uoy5fw
mailto:social@crpca.org
http://tinyurl.com/2wzevea
http://tinyurl.com/8uc688
mailto:service@crpca.org
http://www.crpca.org/service.html
http://tinyurl.com/yzvu29w
http://tinyurl.com/yzvu29w
http://www.crpca.org/bookclub.html
http://www.crpca.org/bookclub.html
http://www.crpca.org/winter.html
http://www.crpca.org/winter.html
http://www.luckylab.com/html/directions.html#brewpub
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=915+se+hawthorne+blvd,+portland,+or&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.357162,42.451172&ie=UTF8&z=16&g=915+se+hawthorne+blvd,+portland,+or&iwloc=addr
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January 2012 
Thursday, 1/05, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm - Writers' Group. 
Location at the home of Lee Norris, 3748 SE Salmon St 
in Portland. Please bring a writing sample and perhaps 
a snack to share. See our Writers' Group page for more 
information.  
Saturday, 1/07, 6:00 pm - Post-Holiday White Elephant 
Party. Lucky Labrador Beer Hall (NW Portland), 1945 
NW Quimby St in Portland. See our White Elephant Par-
ty page for more information. $4 off per person through 
the end of 2011!  
Wednesday, 1/11, 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm - Book Club. L
ocation at the home of home of Mike 
Waite, 7008 Kansas St in Vancou-
ver, WA (360-314-4117). Note the 
later than usual start; traffic conges-
tion out of Oregon should be lighter 
by 6:30. The book to read is Guns, 
Germs, and Steel: The Fates of 
Human Societies by Jared Dia-
mond (2005).  

 
Sunday, 1/22, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm - 
Potluck Gathering. Location at the 
home of Linda Centurion, 3940 SE 47th Ave in Portland. 
Please bring a dish to share to the 6pm potluck dinner. 
After dinner, starting at 7pm, there will be a program: 
John Motter from the Cascade AIDS Project on HIV in 
America & Abroad.  
Wednesday, 1/25, 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm - Job Search 
Support Group. Informal gathering of CRPCA members 
and friends who are seeking new work. Location at 
Panera Cares, 4143 NE Halsey St in Portland. Panera 
Cares offers pay-as-you-can meals, wireless access, 
free if limited parking, and excellent transit access. It's in 
the Trader Joe's building across the street from the Hol-
lywood MAX station. Contact Gordon Young, network-
ing@crpca.org or 503-631-2876, for more information. 
Friday, 1/27, 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm - Game Night. Loca-
tion at the home of Jim Maddry, 4053 NE 16th Ave in 
Portland. RSVP to games@crpca.org or 503-288-3046 if 
you want to go in on a group pizza order. After we eat, 
pick a game and find folks to play it with. Games on 
hand could include Bananagrams, Europa Tour, Scrab-
ble, Settlers of Catan, and Ticket to Ride. Or you're wel-
come to bring your own. Fun for the whole family!  
Monday, 1/30, 6:00 pm - International Development 
Happy Hour. Co-hosted by CRPCA, Development Sa-
lon, Global Sistergoods, Green Empowerment, Jubilee 
Oregon, North West Fair Trade Coalition, and the Port-
land Area Global AIDS Coalition. An informal gathering 
to share information, resources and network and just 
plain chat over food and drink. Location at the Lucky 
Labrador Tap Room in North Portland, 1700 N Kill-
ingsworth St. Note the location and time change from 
our usual Soirées. 

Here's the full schedule of events: 

¶ 11:30-12:00 Participating RPCVs set up ta-

bles 

¶ 12:00-12:15 Introduction, brief overview of 

Peace Corps and volunteer opportunities 

¶ 12:15-2:00 Around the World Celebration 

and Potluck 

¶ 12:30-1:30 Friends and Family Panel Dis-

cussion 

¶ 2:00-2:30 Take down and clean up 
RSVP 
To sign up, please forward the following infor-

mation ASAP to Kristina Lavcevic at 

klavcevic@peacecorps.gov: 

¶ Name 

¶ E-mail 

¶ Phone 

¶ Host Country 

If your host country is already represented, we 

will put you in touch with others from your host 

country. 

 

 
 
Shortly Thereafter 

Folks will have the option to continue conversa-

tions across the street at the Lucky Labrador 

Public House, 7675 SW Capitol Hwy. 

http://tinyurl.com/yzvu29w
http://www.crpca.org/writers.html
http://tinyurl.com/23nqc5z
http://tinyurl.com/23nqc5z
http://www.crpca.org/wep.html
http://www.crpca.org/wep.html
http://tinyurl.com/2wzevea
http://tinyurl.com/nbobh3
http://g.co/maps/tkghn
mailto:networking@crpca.org
mailto:networking@crpca.org
http://tinyurl.com/2alo93k
mailto:games@crpca.org
http://tinyurl.com/2eaezdm
http://tinyurl.com/2eaezdm
mailto:klavcevic@peacecorps.gov
http://tinyurl.com/6f8qd74


 

 

Winter Weekend at Mazama Lodge 
Friday-Sunday, December 16-18, 2011 
Interested in snowshoeing, skiing, and/or sledding 
with CRPCA members and our families? 
We're planning our third annual winter weekend at 
Mazama Lodge to coincide with the first weekend of 
winter break. This is a family-friendly event! All mem-
bers and friends are welcome--and are sure to have a 
great time! 
 
For more details please visit the associated page on 
our web site. 

 

 
Costs 
Required of all: 

¶ Sno-Park pass: $4 1-day, $9 3-day, $25 annual 

(per vehicle) 

¶ Mazama Lodge day use fee: $5 per non-member, 

$15 per non-member family. Does not apply to 
Mazama members and their families. Also does 
not apply to those with overnight reservations. 
Includes use of lounge level and fireplace, recrea-
tion facilities, restrooms, ski hill, video room, dry-
ing room, laundry, and guest refrigerator. 

 

 

 

February 2012 
Wednesday, 2/01, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm - Writers' Group. 
Location at the home of Barbara Pugh, 8211 SW Canyon 
Lane in Portland. Carpool if you can, as parking is limited. 
From Portland, take the Canyon Rd exit off US 26. Make 
a right at the second light onto Canyon Lane. After the 
second stop sign, Barbara's house is the first one on the 
right side. There are three driveways: the first goes to her 
front door (but parking is limited), the second is for guests 
(but parking may be limited there too), and the third may 
be your best bet. Call 971-255-1420 if you need assis-
tance. Please bring a writing sample and perhaps a 
snack to share. See our Writers' Group page for more 
information.  
Saturday, 2/04, 7:30 pm - CRPCA-sponsored screening 
of Faro: Goddess of the Waters, a feature film directed 
by Salif Traouré and set in Mali. A free program of the 
Cascade Festival of African Films. Location at Portland 
Community College's Cascade campus (705 N Kill-
ingsworth St), Moriarty Arts and Humanities Building, 
room 104.  
Sunday, 2/12, 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm - Potluck Gathering. 
Location at the home of Tom DeMeo, 
301 NE 67th Ave (tan bungalow 1.5 
blocks south of Glisan) in Portland. 
Please bring a dish to share to the 
6pm potluck dinner. After dinner, 
starting at 7pm, there will be a CRP-
CA business meeting, at which we'll 
award our winter 2012 grants. 
Tuesday, 2/21, 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm 
- Book Club. Location at the home of 
Anne Kimberly, 4261 SE Alder St in 
Portland. Feel free to bring snacks to 
share. The book to read is The Good 
Earth by Peal S. Buck (1931). See our Book Club page 
for more information.  

 
Monday, 2/27, 6:30 pm - Soirée. An informal gathering at 
the Lucky Labrador Brew Pub, 915 SE Hawthorne Blvd in 
Portland.  
Wednesday, 2/29, 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm - Job Search 
Support Group. Informal gathering of CRPCA members 
and friends who are seeking new work. Location at 
Panera Cares, 4143 NE Halsey St in Portland. Panera 
Cares offers pay-as-you-can meals, wireless access, free 
if limited parking, and excellent transit access. It's in the 
Trader Joe's building across the street from the Holly-
wood MAX station. Contact Gordon Young, network-
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http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=915+se+hawthorne+blvd,+portland,+or&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=49.357162,42.451172&ie=UTF8&z=16&g=915+se+hawthorne+blvd,+portland,+or&iwloc=addr
http://g.co/maps/tkghn
mailto:networking@crpca.org
http://www.crpca.org/bookclub.html
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Bunk Lodging (includes tax): 

¶ Member rates apply to Mazama members. Other 
group rates apply principally to Sierra Club and 
Oregon Nordic Club members. Non-member 
rates apply to all others. 

¶ Adult: Member $18.70, Other $22.00, Non-

member $24.20 

¶ Child (ages 2-12): Child of member $13.20, All 

other children $16.50 
Meals at Mazama Lodge: 

¶ Breakfast or Lunch: $8 adult, $5 child 

¶ Dinner: $12 adult, $6 child 

 
Hint: If you plan to rent gear, plan to reserve your 
rental weeks in advance, or expect to find the rental 
shops out of skis and snowshoes. 

 
Reservations 
As of 11/25, there are 50 bunk spots still available for 
Friday night but only six bunk spots still available for 

Saturday night. Make your reservations to-
day; scroll over to 12/16 and/or 12/17. You'll need to 
provide a credit card to hold your reservation, but it 
won't be charged until the first day of your stay. No 
reservations are required for day visitors. 

2012 International Calendar Sale 
Each year CRPCA sells the beautiful wall calendars 
produced by the RPCVs of Madison, Wisconsin to 
help fund our Grant Program. Nationally, over $1 mil-
lion have been donated to community projects around 
the world through 25 years of International Calendar 
sales. 
As always, there's a lot of information (even art) from 
every featured country, plus holidays from all 139 
Peace Corps countries (and the USA). For 2012 we 
ordered 4/5 as many as in past years, as we hope to 
sell out before the New Year, so get yours soon! 
We also offer calendars through the mail. Please see our 
Checkout & Donate page to pay for calendars and/or ship-

ping. 

We provide multiple ways to get the calendars (still only $10) 
into your hands. 

In person at all CRPCA events this fall, or through neighbor-

hood vendors. Please see the web page for the list of vendors. 

CRPCA's coordinator for our 2012 calendar sale is Katie 

Masferrer, fundraising@crpca.org or 503-946-8567. 

Invitation to BLACKBIRD WINE AND ATOMIC 

CHEESE 
by Steve Randolph, Kenya 77-80 

Tuesday Dec 6th from 5:30 to 8:00,for an evening of music, 

wine and food in support of Makindu Children’s Pro-

gram.Blackbird is located at 43rd and NE Fremont. An Oregon-

based non-profit, MCP assists the community efforts in Makin-

du, Kenya to provide hope to children, orphaned or vulnerable 

because of AIDS/HIV. The children live with guardian families 

so that they remain a part of the community - in the “it takes a 

village to raise a child” tradition. 

Asante sana, 

Steve Randolph 

Payment Note 

CRPCA provides a PayPal payment option for 

dues, events, calendars, and donations at 

http://www.crpca.org/checkout.html as a ser-

vice to our members. We very much encour-

age payments and donations by checks written 

to CRPCA and mailed to CRPCA, P.O. Box 

802, Portland OR 97207. We also accept 

cash at CRPCA events." 

http://www.imbueid.com/fmi/iwp/cgi?-db=Mazama&-loadframes
http://www.imbueid.com/fmi/iwp/cgi?-db=Mazama&-loadframes
http://www.crpca.org/grants.html
http://www.crpca.org/calendar.html#BUYCAL
http://www.crpca.org/checkout.html
http://www.crpca.org/events.html
http://www.crpca.org/calendar.html
http://www.crpca.org/calendar.html
http://www.crpca.org/calendar.html
mailto:fundraising@crpca.org
http://www.crpca.org/checkout.html


 

 

Reflections on Peace Corps 50th Anniversary Cele-

bration 

by Jackie Spurlock 

I decided at the last minute to attend the 50th Anni-

versary Celebration. I was in the midst of finishing up 

details from our Iran Peace Corps 50th Anniversary 

Reunion, held in Portland, August 5-7, 2011, and had 

not planned to attend the DC events. About 250 of us 

Iran RPCVs had reconnected at our 3-day conference, 

making new friends, finding old ones, and learning 

about present-day Iran. I had felt there could be no 

more to say or do. However, I realized just in the nick 

of time that the DC celebration would be a once-in-a-

lifetime opportunity, and it would also be a chance to 

relax and socialize, having spent the entire 3 days of 

the Portland reunion working on the many details. 

 

So I went. Here were some of the highlights for me: 

¶ The Great 3rd Goal Bash – Smith Athletic Center, George Wash-

ington University – More than 700 RPCVs enjoyed Grammy-
award nominated bands and dancers from West Africa, the Carib-
bean, South Africa, and Latin America; a PC authors’ book fair; 
snacks; drinks; dancing; and visiting. 

¶ Conversation: The Future of the Peace Corps, a panel 
discussion moderated by Bill Moyers, with Alejandro 
Toledo, President of his native Peru for 5 years; Ashraf 
Ghani Ahmadzai, UN adviser, former Finance Minister 
and 2009 presidential candidate in Afghanistan; and 
Atiku Abubakar, former Vice President of Nigeriaas 
panelists. Held at Washington’s historic and beautiful 
National Theater. The gist was that Peace Corps had 
made a difference in each of the panelist’s countries 
and lives. 

A Call to Peace: Perspectives of Volunteers on the Peace 
Corps at 50 – Results of a survey, released and fea-
tured at Conversation: The Future of the Peace Corps. 
Read about the survey here. This fascinating study 
documents what is important to us RPCVs about our 
service. Do RPCVs feel we made a difference in our 
countries? Did the Peace Corps experience change us 
or our lives? What is important to preserve and how 
could Peace Corps change for the better? 

 

Post-Holiday White Elephant Party 
CRPCA's 12th annual Post-Holiday White Ele-
phant Party is coming up soon! This is among 
CRPCA's most family-friendly events each year, 
and again this year we'll be projecting photos from 
past CRPCA events as we eat, drink, open gifts, 
and laugh.  
When? 
Saturday, January 7, 2012 (6:00-9:00 pm) 
Where? 
Lucky Labrador (NW Portland) private room, 1945 
NW Quimby St in Portland. 
What to bring? 
Please bring a wrapped gift for the exchange, per-
haps something you received for the holidays that 
will be of more use to someone else. 
What not to bring? 
Again this year: No holiday-themed gifts. Please 
leave Santa Claus at home. 
What's for dinner? 
Dinner will be a pizza and salad buffet, with bever-
ages available for purchase. Vegetarian and vegan 
pizzas will be available at the buffet. 
How much? 
In 2011: $10.00 per adult, $5.00 per child ages 5-
12. Advance payment by 12/31/2011 is en-
couraged! See the payment options on our 
Checkout & Donate page. 

In 2012: $14.00 per adult, $9.00 per child ages 5-

12. RSVP to Erin Gettling at events@crpca.org, 

then plan to pay with cash or check (to CRPCA) 

upon entry. 

Message from the Dominican Republic 
by Charlie Thompson 

It's hard to believe it's been nine whole months since I 

left! Anyways, I'm writing because I was hoping to 

pass along a message to Portland's Dominican Republic 

RPCV's. The DR's 50th anniversary falls next February 

and we're marking it with a big conference that we're 

hoping tons of RPCV's will attend. I'm just trying to 

get the word out. Here's the event's website so they can 

read more: http://50th.fotdr.org/"  

Charlie Thompson, charliet@gmail.com 

http://www.peacecorpsconnect.org/2011/09/acalltopeace/
http://tinyurl.com/23nqc5z
http://tinyurl.com/23nqc5z
http://www.crpca.org/checkout.html
mailto:events@crpca.org
http://50th.fotdr.org/
mailto:charliet@gmail.com


 

 

¶ Walk of Flags – All 139 flags of present and past Peace 
Corps countries were accompanied by over a thousand 
RPCVs from Arlington National Cemetery to the Lincoln 
Memorial. There were about 15 or so in our group of Iran 
RPCVs. The flag was carried by John Lorenz, who served in 
Iran I, from 1962-64. The array of colors in all the flags was 
stunning, and there was even a fireboat to greet us as we 
crossed the Potomac over the Memorial Bridge. 

About 12 or 15 Iran PCVs had an enjoyable lunch 
at a Persian restaurant in Vienna, Virginia, but I decided to 
forego it, since I had just seen everybody in August and 
the time conflicted with the Conversation panel. I heard 
later that they had a good time. 
 
I did participate in many other fun activities in small 
groups with friends, and in the end, it appeared that this 
was what the Anniversary planners had in mind all along. 
It had been planned to allow attendees to connect and 
reconnect in whatever ways they found meaningful.I en-
joyed a lovely evening with about 8 Iran RPCVs at the 
home of Ambassador John Limbert, who had been the 
keynote speaker at our Portland reunion. John was an Iran 
PCV in the early 60’s, who by 1979 was working at the US 
Embassy in Tehran and found himself taken hostage for 
444 days in the Iranian Hostage Crisis. John later went on 
to become US Ambassador to Mauritania, and currently 
lives with his wife Parvaneh in Arlington, Virginia. The 
evening spent with them and other new friends met at the 
Portland reunion was an unforgettable highlight of the 
weekend for me. 
 
I also explored the new Martin Luther King Memorial with 
new friends met in Portland, another highlight. I found the 
King Memorial to be one of the most moving tributes to 
an American leader that our country has created. 
 
So for me, the 50th Anniversary Celebration was a contin-
uation of events that spanned the whole year, starting 
with the amazing museum exhibit at the Oregon Historical 
Society, the Around the World event at PSU in the spring, 
our Iran reunion in August, and my trip to DC in Septem-
ber. I am amazed to find that I am coming out the other 
side of 2011 with a much clearer sense of how Peace 
Corps changed my life, broader and deeper connections 
with many more RPCVS than ever, and a stronger sense of 
how I want to carry Peace Corps’ legacy forward in my 
own life. 

Pasta and Presidente 
By Sara Padilla 

It was early afternoon in the Dominican Republic. To reach 

our final destination, we had to take a couple of buses, settle 

into the bed of a very old truck and cross a river on a horse 
led by a young boy who charged us five pesos. The trip re-

quired patience and stamina. A sense of humor helped, too. 

I was U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer. My sister Liz was travel-

ing with me, a visitor to this tropical island for the first time. 

The typical Dominican diet relies on rice to make up the bulk 

of the meal, beans to add protein and flavor, and any combi-

nation of vegetables that may be fried or boiled and usually 

soaked in oil. No spices are added during the cooking pro-

cess. Not even salt. It is a bland, boring, but generally healthy 

way to fill your belly. Day after day, one eats rice and beans, 

or lentils and rice. Sometimes this is accompanied by pollo 

frito or tostones for a little variety, but in my rural Peace 
Corps home, most people were too poor to eat chicken on a 

regular basis. 

Out in the southwestern countryside, my sister and I were 
visiting a friend who hosted a large boisterous gathering of 

fellow volunteers and neighbors. We bought boxes of dried 

spaghetti noodles and a pile of tomatoes at the local store, 

which was run out of the living room in someone’s home 

down the hill. Someone had located oregano and basil and 

salt. We had garlic. And onions. Even a green pepper. 

After sautéing the garlic and onions over a camp stove, we 

crushed the ripe, misshapen tomatoes in a huge tin pot and set 

them to stew. Between sips of cold cerveza Presidente, we 

took turns stirring and checking on the pot, breathing in the 

rich Italian aroma. We boiled an enormous quantity of pasta 

for the dozen or so of us gathered together, and served big 

bowls of spaghetti to one another as the heat of the day began 

to subside. I remember how amazing it tasted, hot and flavor-

ful, and how fortunate I was to share such a meal with good 

friends in a remote and beautiful place. Life felt free and easy 

and warm, and the spaghetti was immensely satisfying. 

Later that night, we danced and drank tequila straight out of 

the bottle. We laughed and talked and sang. It was a marvel-

ous night. And the meal was divine. 

 

To view this entry as it was originally posted please visit 

Sara's Blog. 

http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=19.0,-70.6666666667&spn=10.0,10.0&q=19.0,-70.6666666667%20%28Dominican%20Republic%29&t=h
http://www.peacecorps.gov/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rice_and_beans
http://sunshineandsalad.wordpress.com/2011/11/03/pasta-and-presidente/


 

Fiscal Year 2011 Report of CRPCA Activities 

Reporting Period 

CRPCA's fiscal year runs October to September. This report covers the period from October 1, 2010 to September 30, 

2011. 

50th Anniversary of Peace Corps Activities 

Peace Corps' 50th anniversary provided the impetus for a banner year for CRPCA. 

In October CRPCA and Portland State University collaborated on a daylong conference of service to our community, A 
Call to Service Continues: Celebrating 50 Years of Peace Corps. The event began with a plenary session with six 
RPCV panelists reflecting on their service. The breakout sessions covered grad schools, international development ca-
reer opportunities, interview skills, local community service opportunities, résumés and cover letters, Peace Corps today, 
storytelling, and writing. The conference ended with a rousing presentation from Kevin Laughlin, President of Idaho 
RPCVs, entitled "Tools for Living with Unwanted Change." 

 
On March 1, several CRPCA members hosted Global House Parties, and there was a grand opening for the Oregon 
Historical Society's fantastic exhibit, Peace Corps: 50 Years of Service and Bringing the World Home. Dozens of 
CRPCA members contributed artifacts, images, stories, and even video interviews to the exhibit. Dozens more helped 
with the public programs that CRPCA organized every other weekend during its March 1 to June 19 run. 

 
In April CRPCA hosted the Northwest's 50th anniversary Peace Corps Around the World Expo in partnership with the 
National Peace Corps Association and the Seattle Peace Corps Recruiting Office. This featured workshops for Peace 
Corps recruits and RPCVs, a plenary session with funny videos made by PCVs, and Around the World stations for 
RPCVs in host country dress to talk to Peace Corps recruits. 
 

 
In June CPRCA made a big splash in Portland's premier annual parade, marching with all 139 Peace Corps country flags 
in the Grand Floral Parade. We had a huge turnout for our annual picnic and parade practice the Thursday evening be-
fore, then on parade day we marched in host country garb or Oregon Historical Society exhibit t-shirts. 

 
 
New Group Activities 
Following up on ideas and enthusiasm generated by our October conference, CRPCA launched three new group activi-
ties. Each has proven to have legs! 
 

¶ 9 Writers' Group gatherings, between January and September 

¶ 6 Job Search Support Group meetings, between March and September 

¶ 4 Storytelling workshops, between February and May 

 
 
Fundraisers and Donations 
CRPCA raised funds throughout the year to support our Grant Program. Thanks to our community's generosity, we will 
be able to make grants totaling $6,000 in FY2012. 
 

¶ In October CRPCA partnered with the Oregon Historical Society on a joint fundraiser which featured Mediterranean 

music by Negara and belly dancing by Origin. 

¶ At our December potluck gathering, we had a silent auction. 

¶ In the fall and winter we sold 2011 International Calendars. 

¶ In June we held an event at Ready, Paint, Fire where our members and friends supported CRPCA through painting 

pottery. 

¶ We received a very welcome grant of $3,000 from the Spirit Mountain Community Fund, the charitable arm of the 

Grand Floral Parade's sponsor. 
 



 

Grants 
We distributed $4,000 through our grant program, to benefit nearly every region of the world in which Peace Corps has operated. 
 

¶ $1,000 to Mejor Communities to support volunteers for Youth Health Advocate trainings in Peru 

¶ $900 to Elizabeth Bowers Zambia Education Fund to establish a first-in-the-region rural preschool program in Zambia 

¶ $600 to American Iranian Friendship Council to invite Iran Returned Peace Corps Volunteers to a general reunion in Port-

land, with an eye toward reactivating Friends of Iran 

¶ $600 to Schools for Salone to publish Salone Stories, an illustrated book of children's stories from throughout Sierra Leone, 

to be distributed to schoolchildren in Sierra Leone 

¶ $400 to African Children's Libraries to provide books for school libraries and training for school librarians in Liberia 

¶ $300 to Sokal' Rayon Association for the Disabled to train special needs individuals in candle making in Ukraine 
$200 to send French books to understocked libraries at two francophone schools in Vanuatu 

 
Book Club 
Our Book Club discussed ten books and hosted several authors (Binka le Breton, Peter Hessler, Bob Textor, and Irene Tinker). 
 

¶ October: Where the Road Ends: A Home in the Brazilian Rainforest by Binka le Breton (2010). Binka was unable to make 

our discussion (she was our potluck speaker several nights later), but CRPCA's Blake Schmidt, who had spent several 
months volunteering at the farm described in the book, contributed to our understanding of the book. 

¶ November: When Things Get Dark: A Mongolian Winter's Tale by Mongolia RPCV Matthew Davis (2010). Our discussion 

of book was enriched by the participation of CRPCA's Nicora Gardner, who knew several of the people described in the book 
through her Peace Corps experience in Mongolia. 

¶ December: Crossing Centuries: A Road Trip Through Colonial Africa by Irene Tinker (2010). The book's author hosted 

our discussion in her home! 

¶ January: Living Poor: A Peace Corps Chronicle by Ecuador RPCV Moritz Thomsen (1969). 

¶ February: River Town: Two Years on the Yangtze by China RPCV Peter Hessler (2001). The book's author was in Portland 

for a book tour, which enticed 24 folks into showing up for our discussion on Valentine's night. 

¶ March: Chasing the Sea: Lost Among the Ghosts of Empire in Central Asia by Uzbekistan RPCV Tom Bissell (2004). 

¶ April: Cultural Frontiers of the Peace Corps, edited by Robert B. Textor (1966). The book's editor, a CRPCA member who 

had been Peace Corps' founding anthropologist, supplied the context behind the social science essays assessing the first 
five years of Peace Corps. 

¶ May: The Ponds of Kalambayi: An African Sojourn by Congo RPCV Mike Tidwell (1996). 

¶ June: The Geography of Bliss: One Grump's Search for the Happiest Places in the World by Eric Weiner (2008). 
September: Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic Women by Geraldine Brooks (1995). 

 
Programs 
We hosted seven engaging presentations at our potluck gatherings. 
 

¶ October: Will you be staying long? Notes from the Brazilian backwoods. Presentation by Binka le Breton of Iracambi 

Atlantic Rainforest Research Center. We learned from Binka how she organized her Brazilian farming community to protect 
their natural resources. 

¶ November: Empowering Women Through Leadership: A Local/Global Connection. Presentation by Jennifer Ruwart, 

founder and CEO of Moyo Jasiri. Jennifer shared the inspiring work of Moyo Jasiri, which promotes entrepeneurism among 
women around the world. 

¶ February: Yemen before in was popular: one ex-diplomat's experience. Presentation by Noah Siegel, former Foreign 

Service Officer with the U.S. Department of State, current Director of International Affairs for the Mayor's office in Portland. 
Noah shared stories of things he learned from qat culture in Yemen. 

¶ March: Zoom Uganda. Presentation by Thomas and Noela Lwebuga on their ongoing commitment to a community in Ugan-

da that has been ravaged by HIV/AIDS. It all started with an exhibition of photos taken by twelve AIDS orphans. 

¶ April: Recipients of previous CRPCA grants. Representatives from Global Student Outreach (Cambodia), Makindu Chil-

dren's Program (Kenya), MEJOR Communities (Peru), Safe Passage to Motherhood (Kenya), and Schools for Salone (Sierra 
Leone) reported how our grant dollars have been spent. 

 



 

¶ May: Green Empowerment: Renewable Energy, Water, and Sustainable Solutions. Presentation by Anna Gar-

wood, Executive Director of Green Empowerment. Anna discussed her organization's work promoting renewable en-
ergy and water systems in several countries. 

¶ June: Peace Corps Response veterans share their experience. Tom Gihring spoke about the post-war introduction 

of zoning in Bosnia-Herzegovina's cities. Andrew Judkins spoke about his efforts to fight trash through environmental 
education in Bulgaria. 

 
Service Activities 
Our major new service partnership for this year was with Habitat for Humanity Metro/East. 
 

¶ 11 service shifts at Oregon Food Bank: We sorted, bagged, and boxed donated food, every month but April. 

¶ 2 service days with Habitat for Humanity: We applied paint, installed drainage pipes, and sawed wood at the Ri-

vergate Commons development in North Portland, with 15 volunteers in April and 10 in September. 

¶ 1 service shift in the Portland Fruit Tree Project office (November). 
 
Social Activities 
Several of our social activities this year involved our partner organizations. 
 

¶ 8 soirées (monthly pub gatherings, on the months without International Development Happy Hours) 

¶ 6 restaurant gatherings, at Esparza's Tex Mex, Dwaraka (Indian), Tuk Tuk (Thai), Indish (Indian), Pok Pok (Thai), 
and Bete-Lukas (Ethiopian) 

¶ 4 International Development Happy Hours. These quarterly pub gatherings are co-hosted by CRPCA, Development 

Salon, Global Sistergoods, Green Empowerment, Jubilee Oregon, North West Fair Trade Coalition, and the Portland 
Area Global AIDS Coalition. 

¶ 2 dinner gatherings, hosted by Katie & Roberto Masferrer to raise awareness of Peruvian cuisine and the work of 
MEJOR Communities 

¶ 2 family events (Oxbow Park salmon viewing, Cascade Festival of African Films family film day) 

¶ 2 game nights 

¶ 2 movie nights 

¶ 1 breakfast gathering with Jubilee Oregon's guest, Priva Haang'andu, former head of Jubilee Zambia. 

¶ 1 hike outing: Oneanta Falls / Franklin Ridge 

¶ 1 Portland Timbers soccer game outing 

 
 
Speakers Bureau Activities 
Peace Corps' 50th anniversary provided us with more speaking opportunities than usual. 
 

¶ Speaker requests came from/for Battle Ground Library, Beaverton High School, Charles F. Tigard Elementary 

School, Concordia University, David Douglas High School, Gladstone / Oak Grove Kiwanis Club, International School 
of Beaverton, Jubilee Oregon, Lincoln High School, Mountaindale North Girl Scout Day Camp, Oregon City High 
School, and Oregon Public Broadcasting (for the Think Out Loud radio show), 

¶ CRPCA's programming at the Oregon Historical Society exhibit involved textiles, gardening, sports, Earth Day, 

HIV/AIDS, music/dance, informal tours, a panel discussion of RPCVs, and a Peace Corps history lecture by CRP-
CA's Bob Textor. 

CRPCA members assisted with Peace Corps recruiting events throughout the year. 
 

Special Events 
Listed here are our annual special events that don't fall under other categories listed in this report. 
 

¶ October: Our first annual group tour of Portland's Bull Run watershed on Mount Hood. Peace Corps Around the 
World recruiting event. 

¶ January: Post-Holiday White Elephant Party. Winter Weekend at Mazama Lodge. 

¶ February: Sponsored "Burning in the Sun" documentary at the Cascade Festival of African Films. 

¶ June: Culture Box open house at the World Affairs Council of Oregon. 

¶ July: 3rd annual CRPCA Local Campout at Beacon Rock State Park. 

¶ August: Members attended the 21st annual West Regional Peace Corps Campout at Grayback Gulch in Idaho City, 

sponsored by Idaho RPCVs. 
 
 
 



 

Board Activities 

¶ The CRPCA board met at the October, November, February, March, April, May, and June potluck gatherings and at 
the September annual planning meeting. 

¶ The finance committee met in August to draft our FY2012 budget. 

¶ Beyond everything else described in this report, our new accomplishment for this year was determining additional 
questions to ask on our grant application form. 

Activity Level 
CRPCA is among the most active Peace Corps groups in America. 
 

¶ We offered an average of nine events per month January to June, seven events per month October to December, 

and five events per month July to September. 

¶ Average events per month for the year was 7.6. 

 
Communications 
Electronic communication with members is now handled with MailChimp. 
 

¶ We sent 51 weekly e-updates to our current members. The e-update format switched to MailChimp in November. 

¶ We published 12 monthly newsletters. The newsletter format switched to MailChimp in August. Newsletters are avail-
able free on our website, and we provide paper copies to members without e-mail. 

¶ In November we surveyed our members regarding our 2011-2012 Book Club choices and to gauge interest in our 

Storytelling and Writers' groups. 
 

 
Financial Report 
Forthcoming. 
 
Membership 
As of October 10, 2011... 
 

¶ CRPCA has 268 individual members in 255 households. 

¶ 75 CRPCA members also belong to the National Peace Corps Association. 

¶ 13 CRPCA members are currently serving Peace Corps Volunteers. 

¶ 100 CRPCA members are RPCVs in their free first year of membership. 

¶ 254 CRPCA members are current or returned Peace Corps Volunteers, listed below by first year of service. 

 

Decade of Service Number of Members 

1960s 47 

1970s 28 

1980s 36 

1990s 42 

2000s 93 

2010s 8 



 

 

 

2011-2012 CRPCA Board Members 

 

President 

Bill Stein, Niger 1990-1993 

Phone: 503-830-0817 

Email: president@crpca.org 

 

Secretary 

Melissa Ngaruri Kenney, Latvia 1997-1999 

Phone: 503-575-8354 

Email: secretary@crpca.org 

 

Treasurer 

Phyllis Shelton, Honduras 1986-1988 

Phone: 503-408-6933 

Email: treasurer@crpca.org 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Roberto Masferrer, Peru 2004-2006 

Phone: 503-318-9490 

Email: newsletter@crpca.org 

 

Webmaster 

Scott Eckert, St. Vincent & the Grenadines 1987-1989 

Phone: 971-832-9695 

Email: webmaster@crpca.org 

 

Education Coordinator 

Laura Kutner, Guatemala 2007-2010 

Phone: 503-250-0997 

Email: education@crpca.org 

 

Events Coordinator 

Erin Gettling, Ukraine 2003-2005 

Phone: 971-404-4308 

Email: events@crpca.org 

Fundraising Coordinator 

Katie Masferrer, Peru 2004-2006 

Phone: 503-329-6557 

Email: fundraising@crpca.org 

 

Grants Coordinator 

Richard Rystrom, Ukraine 2007-2009 

Phone: 360-993-5365 

Email: grants@crpca.org 

 

Membership Coordinator 

Adrienne Wolf-Lockett, Jamaica 2009-2011 

Phone: 503-953-6010 

Email: membership@crpca.org 

 

Program Coordinator 

Caitlin McSweeny, Botswana 2008-2010 

Phone: 503-964-4036 

and 

Tara O'Connor, Uzbekistan 2002-2004 

Phone: 503-926-1369 

Email: program@crpca.org 

 

Service Coordinator 

Tom DeMeo, Ghana 1980-1982, Botswana 1982-

1984 

Phone: 503-267-3943 

Email: service@crpca.org 

 

Networking Coordinator 

Gordon Young, Malaysia 1972-1974 

Phone: 503-631-2876 

Email: networking@crpca.org 

 

Social Coordinator 

Mitch Auerbach, Guatemala 1980-1982 

Phone: 503-505-2160 

Email: social@crpca.org 
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