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The people who made Peace Corps’ 50" year really special for CRPCA
by Bill Stein, President
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Here's the full schedule of events:

Iﬂ 1 1 :-132: Parficipating RPCVs set up ta-
bles

1 2 :-100: Idtrbduction, brief overview of
Peace Corps and volunteer opportunities

1 1 2 :-21:5@Aund the World Celebration
and Potluck

1 2 :-13:038rends and Family Panel Dis-
cussion

T 2: @0 JFdbe down and clean up
RSVP

To sign up, please forward the following infor-
mation ASAP to Kristina Lavcevic at
klavcevic@peacecorps.gov:

f Name

1 E-mai |

1T Phone

T Host Courﬂt ry

If your host country is already represented, we
| will put you in touch with others from your host
country.

Shortly Thereafter
Folks will have the option to continue conversa-

tions across the street at the Lucky Labrador

]Public House, 7675 SW Capitol Hwy.
. ————— p——— —

An i nf or mal
and net wor k
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ti me change from
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INTERNATIONAL CALENPAR se7uRsen PEAGE COR®S VOLUNTEFAS

Bunk Lodging( i ncl udes tax):

f Member rates apply
group rates apply
Oregon Nordic Cl-mbm
rates apply 0

t
f Adult: Member
member $24.20
f Child {4&2gdes Child
ot her childre $16.
Meals at Mazama Lodge:

Y Breakfast or Lunch:
" 1 Dinner: $12 adult,
2012 I nternational fal endar Sal e
Each year CRPCA sells the beautiful wall calendars Hint: 1 f
produced by the RPCVs of Madlsc_m, Wisconsin to _ rent al weeks in advance,

help fund our Grant Program. Nationally, over $1 mil- .

. . ] shops out of skis and sn
lion have been donated to community projects around

the world through 25 years of International Calendar : ;
sales.

As always, there's a lot of information (even art) from
every featured country, plus holidays from all 139
Peace Corps countries (and the USA). For 2012 we
ordered 4/5 as many as in past years, as we hope to
sell out before the New Year, so get yours soon!

We al so offer calendars th
Checkout mRadeontaa epay for ¢

pi ng.

you plan to rent

g

We provide multiple ways to get the calendars (still only $10) Reservations
into your hands. As of 11/ 25, there are
In person at all CRPCA events this fall, or through neighbor- Friday night but only si

hood vendors. Please see the web page for the list of vendors. Sat ur da Makeiyourireservations to-

_ da*; scroll over to 12/16
CRPCA" s coordinator for oulr n%05ly2 ¢Ced g8 ncdragry St lcearias tKo
Masfeffuredrai si nog@cO9@BE6Tr won't be charged until t

> o) reservations are require

PayPal

Payment Note
CRPCA provides a PayPal payment option for

dues, events, calendars, and donations at
http://www.crpca.org/checkout.html as a ser-

InvitationtoBL ACKBI RD WI NE AN vice to our members. We very much encour-
CHEESE age payments and donations by checks written

by Steve Randolph, Kenya 77-80 to CRP Cohd mailedto CRPCA, P
Tuesday Dec 6™ from 5:30 to 8:00,for an evening of music, ' '

wine and food in support of Makindu Children’s Pro- 802, Port | aWehlso@dept9 7
gram.Blackbird is located at 43™ and NE Fremont. An Oregon- cash at CRPCA events."

based non-profit, MCP assists the community efforts in Makin-
du, Kenya to provide hope to children, orphaned or vulnerable
because of AIDS/HIV. The children live with guardian families
so that they remain a part of the community - in the “it takes a
village to raise a child” tradition.

Asante sana,
Steve Randolph
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Reflections on Peace Corps 50th Anniversary Cele-
bration
by Jackie Spurlock

I decided at the last minute to attend the 50th Anni-
versary Celebration. I was in the midst of finishing up
details from our Iran Peace Corps 50th Anniversary
Reunion, held in Portland, August 5-7, 2011, and had
not planned to attend the DC events. About 250 of us
Iran RPCVs had reconnected at our 3-day conference,
making new friends, finding old ones, and learning
about present-day Iran. I had felt there could be no
more to say or do. However, I realized just in the nick
of time that the DC celebration would be a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity, and it would also be a chance to
relax and socialize, having spent the entire 3 days of
the Portland reunion working on the many details.

So I went. Here were some of the highlights for me:

9§ The Great 3rd Goal Bash — Smith Athletic Center, George Wash-
ington University — More than 700 RPCVs enjoyed Grammy-
award nominated bands and dancers from West Africa, the Carib-
bean, South Africa, and Latin America; a PC authors’ book fair;
snacks; drinks; dancing; and visiting.

Conversation: The Future of the Peace Corps, a panel
discussion moderated by Bill Moyers, with Alejandro
Toledo, President of his native Peru for 5 years; Ashraf
Ghani Ahmadzai, UN adviser, former Finance Minister
and 2009 presidential candidate in Afghanistan; and
Atiku Abubakar, former Vice President of Nigeriaas
panelists. Held at Washington’s historic and beautiful
National Theater. The gist was that Peace Corps had
made a difference in each of the panelist’s countries
and lives.

A Call to Peace: Perspectives of Volunteers on the Peace
Corps at 50 — Results of a survey, released and fea-
tured at Conversation: The Future of the Peace Corps.
Read about the survey here. This fascinating study
documents what is important to us RPCVs about our
service. Do RPCVs feel we made a difference in our
countries? Did the Peace Corps experience change us
or our lives? What is important to preserve and how
could Peace Corps change for the better?

Post-Holiday White Elephant Party
CRPCA's 12t h-Hodn aly RMhs
phant Party is coming u
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and again this year we'
past CRPCA events as we
and | augh.

When?

Saturday, January 7, 2012 ( 6 :-90:00 O

Where?

Lucky Labrador

NW Qui miby

What to bring?

Pl ease

haps somet n

wi || be of mo

What not to bring?

Again this ye¢dhrmeMoghél

| eave Santa Claus at

What's for dinner?

Dinner wil|l be a

ages available fo

pizzas wil/l be a

How much?

In2011:$10. 00 per adult
12. Advance payment
couraged! See the pay
Checkout & Donatep a g e .

In2012:$14. 00 per adult, -$

12. RSVP to EgvientGe@®@drl p
then plan to pay with c
upon entry.

pm)

(NW PDH9 4
Bortl and.

bri

a wrapped
g you
r

e use t o

recelf

a

Message from the Dominican Republic
by Charlie Thompson
It's hard to believe it's been nine whole months since I

left! Anyways, I'm writing because I was hoping to
pass along a message to Portland's Dominican Republic
RPCV's. The DR's 50th anniversary falls next February
and we're marking it with a big conference that we're
hoping tons of RPCV's will attend. I'm just trying to
get the word out. Here's the event's website so they can
read more: http://50th.fotdr.org/"

Charlie Thompson, charliet@gmail.com
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9 Walk of Flags — All 139 flags of present and past Peace
Corps countries were accompanied by over a thousand
RPCVs from Arlington National Cemetery to the Lincoln
Memorial. There were about 15 or so in our group of Iran
RPCVs. The flag was carried by John Lorenz, who served in
Iran |, from 1962-64. The array of colors in all the flags was
stunning, and there was even a fireboat to greet us as we
crossed the Potomac over the Memorial Bridge.

About 12 or 15 Iran PCVs had an enjoyable lunch
at a Persian restaurant in Vienna, Virginia, but | decided to
forego it, since | had just seen everybody in August and
the time conflicted with the Conversation panel. | heard
later that they had a good time.

| did participate in many other fun activities in small
groups with friends, and in the end, it appeared that this
was what the Anniversary planners had in mind all along.
It had been planned to allow attendees to connect and
reconnect in whatever ways they found meaningful.l en-
joyed a lovely evening with about 8 Iran RPCVs at the
home of Ambassador John Limbert, who had been the
keynote speaker at our Portland reunion. John was an Iran
PCV in the early 60’s, who by 1979 was working at the US
Embassy in Tehran and found himself taken hostage for
444 days in the Iranian Hostage Crisis. John later went on
to become US Ambassador to Mauritania, and currently
lives with his wife Parvaneh in Arlington, Virginia. The
evening spent with them and other new friends met at the
Portland reunion was an unforgettable highlight of the
weekend for me.

| also explored the new Martin Luther King Memorial with
new friends met in Portland, another highlight. | found the
King Memorial to be one of the most moving tributes to
an American leader that our country has created.

So for me, the 50th Anniversary Celebration was a contin-
uation of events that spanned the whole year, starting
with the amazing museum exhibit at the Oregon Historical
Society, the Around the World event at PSU in the spring,
our Iran reunion in August, and my trip to DC in Septem-
ber. | am amazed to find that | am coming out the other
side of 2011 with a much clearer sense of how Peace
Corps changed my life, broader and deeper connections
with many more RPCVS than ever, and a stronger sense of
how | want to carry Peace Corps’ legacy forward in my
own life.

Presi de||t

Pasta and
By Sara Padilla

It was early afternoon in the Dominican Republic. To reach
our final destination, we had to take a couple of buses, settle
into the bed of a very old truck and cross a river on a horse
led by a young boy who charged us five pesos. The trip re-
quired patience and stamina. A sense of humor helped, too.
I was U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer. My sister Liz was travel-
ing with me, a visitor to this tropical island for the first time.
The typical Dominican diet relies on rice to make up the bulk
of the meal, beans to add protein and flavor, and any combi-
nation of vegetables that may be fried or boiled and usually
soaked in oil. No spices are added during the cooking pro-
cess. Not even salt. It is a bland, boring, but generally healthy
way to fill your belly. Day after day, one eats rice and beans,
or lentils and rice. Sometimes this is accompanied by p o | |
f r ort o s tfa sletls variety, but in my rural Peace
Corps home, most people were too poor to eat chicken on a
regular basis.

Out in the southwestern countryside, my sister and I were
visiting a friend who hosted a large boisterous gathering of
fellow volunteers and neighbors. We bought boxes of dried
spaghetti noodles and a pile of tomatoes at the local store,
which was run out of the living room in someone’s home
down the hill. Someone had located oregano and basil and
salt. We had garlic. And onions. Even a green pepper.

After sautéing the garlic and onions over a camp stove, we
crushed the ripe, misshapen tomatoes in a huge tin pot and set
them to stew. Between sipsofcoldc er ve za Ra e
took turns stirring and checking on the pot, breathing in the
rich Italian aroma. We boiled an enormous quantity of pasta
for the dozen or so of us gathered together, and served big
bowls of spaghetti to one another as the heat of the day began
to subside. I remember how amazing it tasted, hot and flavor-
ful, and how fortunate I was to share such a meal with good
friends in a remote and beautiful place. Life felt free and easy
and warm, and the spaghetti was immensely satisfying.

Later that night, we danced and drank tequila straight out of
the bottle. We laughed and talked and sang. It was a marvel-
ous night. And the meal was divine.

To view this entry as it was originally posted please visit
Sara's Blog.



http://maps.google.com/maps?ll=19.0,-70.6666666667&spn=10.0,10.0&q=19.0,-70.6666666667%20%28Dominican%20Republic%29&t=h
http://www.peacecorps.gov/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rice_and_beans
http://sunshineandsalad.wordpress.com/2011/11/03/pasta-and-presidente/

Fiscal Year 2011 Report of CRPCA Activities
Reporting Period

'"s fiscal year runs October t ofroli®©ptoberm}2810 to S@ptemiser 30,e

50th Anniversary of Peace Corps Activities
Peace Corps' 50th anniversary provided the i mpetus

I n October CRPCA and Portland State Univer
Call to Service Continues: Celebrating 50 Years of Peace Corps. The event
RPCV panelists reflecting on their service.
reer opportunities, interview skill s, | ocal
storytelling, and writing. The conference
RPCVs, entitled "Tools for Living with Unwan

On March 1, several CGElobal HousecParties,r sa hd stt leelr e was a grand
Hi st ori cal Soci e PeateLorpsaid Years pbfiServiee and iBiinging the World Home. Dozenc
CRPCA members contributed artifacts, i mages, stories,
with the public programs that CRPCA organized every ot

I'n April CRPCA hosted t he PéhocerCorpsiaouind the WortdtExpoiannpaetr sar g
Nati onal Peace Corps Association and the Seattle Peace
Corps recruits and RPCVs, a plenary session with funny
RPCVs in host country dress to talk to Peace Corps rec

June CPRCA made a big splash in Portland's premier
Grind Floral Parade. We had a huge turnout for our annual i
e then on parade day we marched in hostshdourstry

I
i
f r

New Group Activities
Foll owing up on ideas and enthusiasm generated by our
ties. Each has proven to have | egs!

9 Writers'Groupgat heri ngs, bet ween January and September
9 6 Job Search Support Groupme et i ngs, bet ween March and September
9 4 Storytelingwor kshops, bet ween February and May

Fundraisers and Donations
CRPCA raised funds

t h
be able to make gran

hroughout the year to support our

ts totaling $6, 000 in FY2012.

f I'n October CRPCA @ragon HistorieatiSogietytomn tahg oi nt fundr ai ser v
music by Negara and belly dancing by Origi

n.
At our December pot | wsitehtagtionheri ng, we had a
I'n the fall a20tInternatioeal Calkeredars. o | d

I n June we h eReatly, Raint,Eireewhter at our members and friends s
pottery.

We received a very wel c o 8pirit ourstain Commrhunity¥Fuynd,0 Ot H & oarh & rhiet
Grand Floral Parade's sponsor.




Grants
We distributed $4, 000 through our grant program, to bened.

$ 1, 0 OMejotCommunitiest o support volunteers for Youth Health Ad\
$ 9 0 OElizabeth Bowers Zambia Education Fundt o est abd h$iteeg@i 6 nrstural preschoo
$ 6 0 OAnmterican Iranian Friendship Councilt o i nvi te I ran Returned Peace Corp
l and, with an eye toward reactivating Friends of I ran

$ 6 0 OSchools for Salonet o0 p uShaliosnhe ,Staonr iielsl ustrated book of <chil dr
to be distributed to schoolchildren in Sierra Leone

$ 4 0 OAfrican Children's Librariest o provi de books for school |libraries

$ 3 0 O0Sokabl Rayon Association for the Disabledt o train special needs individu
$200 t breckebookst o understocked | ibraries at two frart

Book Club
Our Book Club di scussed ten books and hosted several aut h

T Octowbeere the Road Ends: A Home biyn Bihnek aBrlaez i Brieatno nR a(i 2n0f 1001
our discussion (she was our potluck speaker several nigt
mont hs volunteering at the farm described in the book, ¢
NovemWaen Things Get Dark: A bMyndHohpgaehi Wi RPEW' MaTahew D;
of book was enriched by the participation of CRPCA's Ni «
t hrough her Peace Corps experience in Mongoli a.
DecemiCemssing Centuries: A Road Toryi d rTemreo urg m k@al o mi0all0 ) A
our discussion in her home!

Januaiying Poor: A Peady CEamumsdoChrRePCiVcIMoritz Thomsen (1
Febr uRRirwer Town: Two VYealrys Omi nah eRPF[GW gReteer Hessl er (200
for a book tour, which enticed 24 folks into showing up

Mar cCh:asi ng the Sea: Lost Among the BGRoduzbetwf sEmpi RECVNT

AprGul:t ur al Frontiers, oddittheed PleyacRo ICeorrtpsB. Textor (1966)
had been Peace Corps' founding anthropol ogist, supplied
five years of Peace Corps.

MayT:-he Ponds of Kal ambayiby A®o nAgfor i RPahW Swijkoeu rThi d we | | (199¢

Jun®he Geography of Bliss: One Grump's Searbyh Efrarc tWee nha
Septenmbienre:. Parts of Desire: The Hibdy e®e rolrdidn e fBrlcd kas

Programs
We hosted seven engaging presentations at our potluck gat

 Oc t o Wiliyou be staying long? Notes from the Brazilian backwoods.Pr esent ati on by Bi nka
Atl antic Rainforest Research Center. We | earned from Bir
their natur al resources.

N o v e miEmpowering Women Through Leadership: A Local/Global Connection.Pr esent ati on by
founder and CEO of Moyo Jasiri. Jennifer shared the in
women around the worl d.

F e b r uYemen before in was popular: one ex-diplomat's experience. Pr esent ati on by Noah S
Service Officer with the U.S. Department of State, curdr.ce
Noah shared stories of things he | earned from gat cul tur
Mar ZbomUganda.Pr esent ati on by Thomas and Noela Lwebuga on t
da that has been ravaged by HIV/AIDS. It all started wit

A p r Retipients of previous CRPCAgrants. Representatives from Gl obal Stude
dren's Program (Kenya), MEJOR Communities (Peru), Safe I
Leone) reported how our grant doll ars have been spent.

J
f
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Ma yGreen Empowerment: Renewable Energy, Water, and Sustainable Solutions. Pr e sent at i on
wood, Executive Director of Green Empower ment . Anna
ergy and water systems in several countries.

J u nReace Corps Responsev et er ans share their experiencwar Tiomt C
of zoningHemza&B8pseswima's cities. Andrew Judkins spoke
education in Bulgaria.

Service Activities
Our major new service partnership for this year was wi

11 servi cOregeanfFoddBank:atWe sort ed, bagged, and boxed don:

2 ser vi c eHabitatfor Humanith: We appl i ed paint, installed dr ai
vergate Commons development in North Portland, with

1 servi ce Pothand Fruit Tree Piojectof f i ce ( November) .

Social Activities
Several of our soci al activities this year involved ou

(%)

oirées (monthly pub gatherings, on the months wit

restaurant gatherings, at Esparza's Tex Mex, Dwar a
Beatkaes (Et hi opi an)

nternational Devel opment Happy Hothros.t elh édge CRPLIAL,
on, Gl obal Si stergoods, Green Empower ment, Jubil e
a Gl obal AI DS Coalition.

inner gatherings, hosted by Katie & Roberto Masf e
OR Communities

family events (Oxbow Park sal mon viewing, Cascade
game nights

movie nights

breakfast gathering with Jubilee Oregon's guest, P
hi ke outing: Oneanta Falls / Franklin Ridge
Portland Timbers soccer game outing
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Speakers Bureau Activities
Peace Corps' 50th anniversary provided us with more sp

1 Speakerrequestsc ame from/ for Battle Ground Library, Beaver!
School, Concordia University, David Douglas High Sch
of Beaverton, Jubilee Oregon, Lincoln High School, v
School, and Oregon Public Broadcasting (for the Thin
CRPCA' s pr ogr aregonHigtorical Sdcietg exhibiti nvol ved textiles, garc
HI v/ Al DS, music/ dance, informal tours, a panel di scu
CA's Bob Textor.

CRPCA member s &®eaeeCorpsrecruitingtelv ent s t hroughout t hi

Special Events
Listed here are our annual special events that

October: Our first annBudRungvatershed otho uvro umftPeldeo@uixps Anouhd the
Worldr ecruiting event.

Januar yHo | B White/Elephant Party. Winter Weekendat Mazama Lodge.
February: Sponsored " Bur ni ngCascade Festival 8fAfrican Bilms.u ment ar y
Jun@uitureBoxopen house at the World Affairs Council of
July: 3rd ahocal@dmpaliRrRMCABeacon Rock State Par k.

August: Members att dNest RajionahPeac®Cogps Campouttaat! Gr ay back Gul
sponsored by I daho RPCVs.




Board Activities

CRPCA board met at the October, November, Februa
September annual planning meeting.
finance committee met in August to draft our FY2
everything else described in this report, our
guestions to ask on our grant application form.

Activity Level
is among the most active Peace Corps groups in A

of f er ed anine event¢srper pnonthoJanuarytoJune, seven events per mon
five events per month July to September.

f Average events per month for the year was 7. 6.

Communications
El ectronic communication with members is now handl ed w

We sent 5 1upwdeaetkelsy teo our curuwpednat enmefrobremast. sTwiet cehed t o

1

T We published 12 monthly newsletters. The newsl etter
able free on our website, and we provide paper copies to members without e-mail.

f I'n November we surveyed our20inembRock r@Ilgalb dé mn@i oas 210

Storytelling and Writers groups.

Financial Report
Forthcoming.

Membership
As of October 10, 2011.

CRPCA has 268 individual members in 255 househol ds.
75 CRPCA members also belong to the National Peace C

100 CRPCA members are RPCVs in their free first year

1
1
f 13 CRPCA members are currently serving Peace Corps V
1
f 254 CRPCA members are current or returned Peace Corp

Decade of Service Number of Members
1960s 47
1970s 28
1980s 36
1990s 42
2000s 93
2010s




2012012 CRPCA Boa
Presi dent
Bill Stein, Niger 1990-1993
Phone: 503-830-0817
Email: president(@crpca.org

Secretary
Melissa Ngaruri Kenney, Latvia 1997-1999
Phone: 503-575-8354

Email: secretary(@crpca.org

Treasurer
Phyllis Shelton, Honduras 1986-1988
Phone: 503-408-6933
Email: treasurer(@crpca.org

Newsl etter Ed
Roberto Masferrer, Peru 2004-2006
Phone: 503-318-9490

Email: newsletter@crpca.org

Webmaster

Scott Eckert, St. Vincent & the Grenadines 1987-

Phone: 971-832-9695
Email: webmaster@crpca.org

Education Coor
Laura Kutner, Guatemala 2007-2010
Phone: 503-250-0997

Email: education@crpca.org

Events Coordi
Erin Gettling, Ukraine 2003-2005
Phone: 971-404-4308
Email: events(@crpca.org

Me mb fundrai sing Coor
Igatie%\/[asferrer, Peru 2004-2006
Phone: 503-329-6557

Email: fundraising@crpca.org

r d

Grants Coordi
Richard Rystrom, Ukraine 2007-2009
Phone: 360-993-5365
Email: grants@crpca.org

na

Member ship Coordi
Adrienne Wolf-Lockett, Jamaica 2009-2011
Phone: 503-953-6010
Email: membership@crpca.org

Program Coordina
Caitlin McSweeny, Botswana 2008-2010
Phone: 503-964-4036
and
Tara O'Connor, Uzbekistan 2002-2004
Phone: 503-926-1369
Email: program@crpca.org

itor

Service Coordi ng
Tom DeMeo, Ghana 1980-1982, Botswana 1982-
1984
Phone: 503-267-3943
Email: service@crpca.org

1989

di nator

Net working Coord
Gordon Young, Malaysia 1972-1974
Phone: 503-631-2876
Email: networking@crpca.org

nator

Soci al Coordi
Mitch Auerbach, Guatemala 1980-1982
Phone: 503-505-2160
Email: social@crpca.org

na
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